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Vice-Presidents of the Mi issourt Synod 


First Vice-President Oliver Raymond Harms, born Dec H 
1901, at Cole Camp, Mo., is the son of Fred C. and Anna 
Brockmann Harms. | 

Dr. Harms attended St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo.,, 
graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 1926, 4 
a two-year vicarage at St. Paul’s, Wichita Falls, Tex. In 1] 
he earned the Bachelor of Social Science degree from the 
versity of Texas and in 1953 received the honorary Doctog 
Divinity degree from the St. Louis seminary. 

His first pastorate was at Trinity, Eden, Tex., 1926— 
Since 1935 he has been pastor of Trinity, Houston, Tex. | 
will leave shortly to take up the full-time duties of his new office, with residency 
the St. Louis area. ; 

From 1939 to 1956 he was successively Second Vice-President, First 
President, and President of the Texas District and since 1956 Fourth Vice-Pi 
dent of Synod. 


In 1926 he married Bertha Serrien of Wichita Falls. They have three child4 


Second Vice-President Roland Paul Wiederaenders, born 
July 11, 1908, at Clifton, Tex., is the son of Emil and Bertha 
Froelich Wiederaenders. 

Dr. Wiederaenders attended Lutheran Concordia College of 
Texas at Austin, and Concordia College, Fort Wayne, graduating 
from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 1936, after vicaring one 
year at Trinity, Houston, Tex. He received the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Divinity from the St. Louis seminary in 1958. 

His pastorates were: Grace, Bammel, Tex. (1937—40); Zion, 
St. Louis, as assistant pastor (1940—42); St. Paul’s, San Antonio, 
Tex. (1942—58); and Trinity, Corpus Christi, Tex., since 1958. 

From 1943 to 1948 he was a circuit Visitor and a member of the Texas Dist 
Board of Parish Education. First Vice-President of the Texas District from 1¢ 
to 1950, he was District President since 1950. He is a member of the editoi 
board of the WITNEss. 

In 1937 he married Ruth Kunkel of Clifton, Tex. They have six children. 


Third Vice-President George Walter Wittmer, born Sept. | 
1906, at Chicago, is the son of August and Caroline Klen 
Wittmer. 

Pastor Wittmer attended Concordia College, Fort Way. 
and graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 1930, af 
a year of vicarage at Martini, Baltimore, Md. 

After graduation he taught one year at Concordia Colle 
Milwaukee, and in 1931 was ordained as missionary at large 
Peoria, Ill., where he founded Mt. Calvary Church and was 
pastor from 1932 to 1939. 

In 1939 he became assistant pastor of Messiah Chur 
St. Louis, and later that same year became senior pastor of the church when - 
former pastor died. 

Synodical posts included membership on the Missionary Board of the Syne 
cal Conference (1941—46) and on the St. Louis seminary Board of Control (1§ 
to 1951). After two terms (1951—57) as First Vice-President of the Western L 
trict, he has been President since 1957. 

In 1932 he married Martha Schulz of Chicago. They have two children. 


Fourth Vice-President Arthur Carl Paul Nitz, born Dec. 4, 
1905, at North Bellingham, Wash., is the son of Rev. Frederick 
M. L. and Caroline Heitmueller Nitz. 

Pastor Nitz attended Concordia College, Portland, Oreg., 
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, and Western Washington Col- 
lege of Education at Bellingham. He graduated from Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, in 1930, after a two-year vicarage as instruc- 
tor at Concordia College, Fort Wayne. 

After his first pastorate, St. Stephen’s Church, St. Louis (1930 
to 1948), he has since 1948 been pastor of St. Paulus Church 
San Francisco. 

He was chairman of the City Mission Association of St. Louis f 
1939. After one term (1951—54) as First Vice-President of the Calton 
Nevada District, he has been President since 1954. 


In 1938 he married Dorothy Kahm of St. Louis. They have six children. 


NI 
| Because of their election to new po- 
itions of leadership in Synod six-pas- 
Ors must relinquish posts held previous 
o the San Francisco convention. 
Advancement of Dr. Oliver R. Harms 
jo the First Vice-Presidency means that 
he must request a peaceful dismissal 
rom Trinity Church, Houston, Tex. 
ince 1950 Synod’s First Vice-President 
gs a full-time executive, “who shall not 
be in charge of a congregation nor 
hold a chair at any educational insti- 
Wution,” according to synodical regu- 
ations. 
] Dr. Harms was called to the Houston 
parish in 1935 after his predecessor, 
Dr. John W. Behnken, had been elected 
lio his first term as President of the 
qMissouri Synod. 
i] Because “no one, either in Synod or 
in a District, or between Synod and 
District, shall hold more than one 
‘Hective office” (Synodical Handbook, 
.15), Second Vice-President Roland P. 
iederaenders, Third Vice-President 
‘“seorge W. Wittmer, and Fourth Vice- 
President Arthur C. Nitz must retire 
irom the Presidency of the Texas, 
Western, and California and Nevada 
Districts, respectively. In each instance 
e vacated office will be filled by the 
District’s First Vice-President. 
| Affected by the same provision are 
lwo newly elected members of Synod’s 
Board of Directors: Rev. William H. 
Ikohn, President of the Southeastern 
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istrict, and Rev. William A. Buege, 
WVice-President of the Minnesota Dis- 
Virict. 

Dr. E. T. Bernthal, Henry Buck, 
ohn W. Boehne, Jr., and William 
enske won re-election to the Board 
)f Directors. The convention chose 
o new lay members of the Board: 
Walter Koch and Jay Pfotenhauer. 
M Mr. Koch, member of St. John’s 
| burch, Denver, Colo., is president of 
i e Mountain States Telephone and 
elegraph Co.; chairman of the Exec- 
itive Committee, Wheat Ridge Foun- 
lation; and president of the National 
bafety Council. He also served on the 
Synodical Survey Commission. 
4 Mr. Pfotenhauer, member of Saint 
ohn’s Church, San Francisco, is an 
httorney in that city. He served as 
member of Synod’s Board for Higher 
ducation, president of the California 
nd Nevada District LLL, and member 


t 
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of the California and Nevada District 
Board of Directors. 

Returned to office and membership 
on Synod’s Board of Directors were 
Dr. Walter C. Birkner, Secretary of 
the church body since 1956, and Dr. 
Martin E. Strieter, appointed Treasurer 
in 1958 to complete the term of 
Dr. Walter H. Schlueter. 

By a rising vote of thanks the con- 
vention expressed to Dr. Schlueter ‘“ap- 
preciation for his untiring devotion 
and dedicated service rendered to the 
church.” 

Clarence M. Amling, Santa Ana, 
Calif., member of Synod’s Board of 
Directors since 1950, declined to have 
his name placed on the ballot because 
of his “convictions about limited tenure 
of office” and because of present de- 
mands on his time. 

Before the San Francisco elections, 
average age of the President and Vice- 
Presidents was 67; after the voting, 57. 
Age of the Board of Directors averaged 
65 before the balloting; 58 after the 
last member received a majority. 


From Tri- to Bi- to 
Triennial Conventions 


“In favor of biennial conventions: 
385. Opposed: 266. Two-thirds ma- 
jority required: 434. The resolution 
therefore failed to carry.” 

Tersely the convention minutes of 
the June 20 session reported action on 
a decision which was made, unmade, 
and remade. 


Conferring at Convention. 
L.—r.: Johannes Engel, Brazil District layman; Brazil District President Arnold Schneider; Dr. Hans 
Kirsten, President, Theological Seminary, Oberursel, Germany, Rey. Robert Gussick, Synod’s Resident 
Counselor in the Caribbean area; Rey. Victor C. Lehenbauer, chairman, Brazil District Mission Board; 
Alfred Mattis, member, Porto Alegre, Brazil, Proseminary Board of Control. 
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RE, POR IAG of the San Francisco Convention 


SIX NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS 
MUST GIVE UP FORMER POSTS 


On the previous day the delegates, 
after considerable discussion, adopted 
a proposal to meet in convention every 
two years instead of every three years. 

The recommendation was offered by 
the Synodical Survey Commission be- 
cause “the growth of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod, the scope 
and complexity of its expanding activ- 
ities, and the urgency of efficient synod- 
ical administration make it desirable to 
have more frequent synodical con- 
ventions.” 

Overlooked in the voting, however, 
was the fact that the resolution involved 
a constitutional change which requires 
a two-thirds-majority affirmative vote. 
No count had been made to determine 
whether the vote on the resolution met 
that requirement, a check of the tape 
recording of the June 19 session re- 
vealed. 

When President Behnken in the 
June 20 morning session called for 
a Tising vote, 350 were recorded as 
favoring biennial conventions and 171 
as Opposing the change. Needed to 
carry were 348 affirmative votes. The 
proposal was now ready to be sub- 
mitted to the congregations of Synod 
for ratification. 

Since the measure had passed by 
a scant margin of two votes, a recount 
of votes was requested. In the after- 
noon session President Behnken an- 
nounced that a ballot vote would be 
taken on the resolution to meet in 
convention every two years. 

Though the yeas defeated the nays 
by 119 votes, Synod will continue to 
meet every three years, at least until 
1962, when the issue may be revived 
and settled. 
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Space Problem Acute 
At Brazil Seminary 


The problem of space is very acute 
at Seminario Concordia, Porto Alegre, 
Brazil, which recently opened a new 
school year with a total enrollment of 
223, all except 11 vicars on campus. 


Director Arno C. Gueths reports that 
in the high school department 134 stu- 
dents are enrolled, 52 of them in the 
first year, where about 35 were ex- 
pected. In the college course are 48 
students; in the normal school 13; and 
in the theological department 17, in- 
cluding the vicars. 


The theological students, according 
to Prof. Paul W. Schelp, are again at 
work on the concordance for the newly 
revised Brazilian Bible being produced 
by the Brazilian Bible Society, together 
with the American Bible society and 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 


Rey. Frederick Otten, under four- 
year appointment to teach religion and 
German, arrived with his family 
Feb. 21. He has two sons studying for 
the ministry: Paul at Concordia Sem- 
inary, Springfield, Ill., and Theodore 
at Concordia Senior College, Fort 
Wayne. 

Four girls are attending the high 
school at Porto Alegre, three of them 
daughters of professors. 


aM News of the Church in the World 
© 


Reports Lively Religious 
Interest in Soviet Union 


A Methodist editor on a recent trip 
to Russia found more religious interest 
in the Soviet Union than he had ex- 
pected. 

Dr. Otto T. Nall of Chicago, editor 
of the New Christian Advocate, said he 
was surprised to discover that about 
a fourth of the Russian congregations 
were young people, thus contradicting 
reports that only old people go to 
church there. And many were boys. 

Despite the changes in the religious 
climate, he said, the churches are still 
severely restricted, and it is still not 
fashionable to go to church. 

Among restrictions he mentioned 
were these: 

All church property belongs to the 
state. 

The churches pay a stiff income 
tax — 13% —to the state. 

Church members cannot run for po- 
litical office. 

The education of youth is completely 
in the hands of the state, “and this 
means it is scientific, materialistic, athe- 
istic.” 

“Russian Christians do not complain 
about their hardships or handicaps,” 
Dr. Nall said. “They are grateful for 
the opportunities that in the providence 
of God have been granted them.” 


For THE “TE DEUM” CENTENNIAL SERVICE at Valparaiso University May 10 more 
than 3,500 people, including some 50 Midwest area Synodical Conference clergy- 
men, filled University Memorial Chapel. Dr. Richard R. Caemmerer of the Saint 
Louis seminary preached on the theme “We Praise Thee, O God.” 


4 
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CONCORDIA SENIOR COLLEGE, Fo. 
Wayne, recently acquired the first eigh 
of 80 volumes of “The Complete Work 
of Johannes Sebastian Bach,” all bein 
donated by Dr. Walter E. Buszin. 


L.—r.: Prof. Lando Otto, librarian; Dr. Buszin « 
the St. Louis seminary; Prof. Herbert Nuechte: 
lein, music department; Dr. Martin J. Neel 
president. 


British Translate NT 
Into Current English 


A new translation of the New Testé 
ment into current English by Britis 
scholars is expected to be ready fo 
publication early in 1961. 

Work on the translation got unde 
way in 1947 with the formation o 
a Joint Committee on New Translatio 
of the Bible by the Church of Englanc 
the Church of Scotland, and nine othe 
church groups. 

Four panels of scholars were ap 
pointed by the committee, one to trans 
late the Old Testament, a second th 
New Testament, and a third the Apoc 
rypha. The fourth was a committe 
of literary advisers. 

Translators, working with the origi 
nal texts, were instructed to take int 
account current English usage an 
avoid all archaic words and expressions 

The work will be published jointh 
by Oxford University Press and Cam 
bridge University Press. 


Faculty Changes at 
Northwestern College 


Prof. Erwin E. Kowalke, after 4 
years as president of Northwestern Col 
lege (Wisconsin Synod), Watertowr 
Wis., has resigned his position but wi 
continue as a member of the faculty 
Prof. Carleton Toppe succeeds him a 
president. 


Prof. Ernest A. Wendland retired < 
the end of the 1958—59 school yea 
after 45 years on the faculty. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Detroit Church Has 
Picture-Window Pulpit 


i) The Lutheran Church of the Resur- 
Hrection, Detroit, is believed to be the 
first church with a “picture-window 
Mpulpit,” a unique rear-projection screen 
jin the wall beside the pulpit. Ordinary 
2” x2” transparencies are projected 
@irom the room behind the screen, in 
WJaylight or in darkness. Projector and 
light rays are not seen by the people. 
The idea was developed by Rev. An- 
jjton Jehn, pastor of the congregation. 


|jKuth and Floyd Churchill of the Jam 


Handy Corporation. The contempo- 


irary-design church was dedicated in 


Pictures are used in every service to 


illustrate the message of the day — 
sometimes 


a series of pictures and 
charts, sometimes only one picture. The 


speaker can change pictures by remote 
control from the pulpit. 


Church to Impart Joy, 
Says Hymnal Editor 


“Chief business” of the minister is 


jjto “see that the church is filled with 
jja sense of power and of joy and of 
jisong,” Dr. James W. Lenhart, Portland, 

Me., told a New York City Congrega- 
\itional Christian church at its hymn fes- 


introducing the new Pilgrim 


OTHERS AND I 


In my relationship to other peo- 
ple, at home, at church, at school, 
at business, while traveling, while on 
vacation, when shopping, when vis- 
iting, do I always treat them as 
I would want to be treated and as 
the Lord would want me to treat 
them? 

What really is my attitude toward 
others, and how do I behave toward 
them under ordinary and under try- 
ing circumstances? 

Is my attitude toward others one 
of love, concern, kindness; or am 
I inconsiderate, selfish, hateful? 

Do I honor Father and Mother? 
Do I try to repay them by being kind 


JULY la eB 


News of the Church in the World 


Picture illustrates Pastor Jehn’s message on Easter Day 


“I think there is something the mat- 


ter with a church service that does not: 


make people feel like that, whether they 
act like it or not.” 

People today often come to church 
weary and discouraged and bewildered, 
but, he said, “when they go away, they 
must feel a new song has been put 
into their mouths.” 

Dr. Lenhart, chairman of the com- 
mittee which worked five years on the 
new hymnal, also called for discrimina- 
tion in the selection of hymns to be 
sung at services. 

“A hymn,” he said, “ought to repre- 
sent the church’s faith at its best, not 
its worst. Too often, he added, wor- 
shipers are “misled by cheap tunes, sen- 
timental phrases, chatty stanzas.” 


UE RY 
“Personal 


and thoughtful toward them because 
of all they have done for me? 

Am I a loving parent, husband, 
wife, sister, brother, in-law, with all 
that that implies? 

Do I set other people the example 
of a truly Christian life by the words 
I speak, by the attitudes I reveal, by 
the things I do, by the places I go to? 

Am I really influencing others to 
do the right, or do I allow others 
to influence me to do the wrong? 

Do I put the best construction on 
the actions of others, or am I un- 
fair and unchristian in my judgments 
of others? “Judge not.” (Luke 6:37) 

Do I help others in their day of 
trouble? “Bear ye one another’s 
burdens.” (Galatians 6:2) 
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Missionary’s Father 
Asks Mercy for Killer 


Haakan Stjarne, father of a young 
Swedish woman missionary who was 
murdered by bandits near Addis Ababa 
last September, cabled Emperor Haile 
Selassie, asking mercy for one of the 
bandits who has been captured and 
sentenced to death. 

Miss Anna-Greta Stjarne, 31, of the 
Swedish Evangelical Mission, was at- 
tacked on her way to Debra Seit, 
a route she had traveled many times. 
She had just returned to Ethiopia for 
her second five-year term. 

In his message to the emperor the 
father begged that the bandit be given 
a chance to hear the Gospel. 


Do I love my enemies, do I return 
good for evil, do I forgive those who 
have wronged me—acting as 
I know my Savior would want me to? 

Do I visit the sick and unfortunate 
and the imprisoned? Do I help the 
needy? Christ looks for these evi- 
dences of my faith in Him as my 
personal Savior. 

Am I concerned about the spiri- 
tual well-being of others? Do I wit- 
ness to Christ in word and deed? 
Do I invite others to church, and 
do I offer to bring them? 

Do I pray for others as I ought? 

Do men point the finger of scorn 
at me, or am [ a light in the world, 
and do men, seeing my good works, 
glorify not me but my Father which 
is in heaven? 

O God, make me more Christlike 
in my attitude toward others. 


RUDOLPH S. RESSMEYER 


Fe. H. 


TRIE ER. OC NORRS 


“TAKE HEED UNTO THE DOCTRINE” 


Condensed from the Essays Delivered at the San Franciseq 


Introduction 


The terms “doctrine,” “teaching,” “pure 
doctrine,” “error,” “corrupt teaching,” and 
similar expressions are familiar to every 
informed Christian. They appear in the 
liturgical parts of our divine services, par- 
ticularly in the General Prayers, the Litany 
Collects, and such hymns as Nos. 224, 292, 
and 260. 

In all these prayers and hymns of our 
Lutheran heritage we make a number of 
confessions: (1) that there is such a real- 
ity as “doctrine”; (2) that there is “pure 
doctrine”; (3) that there is “false and per- 
nicious doctrine,” “corrupt teaching,” and 
that there are “corrupters of God’s Word”; 
(4) that there are those who have erred 
because they were ensnared by “false doc- 
trine”; (5) that because of “false doctrine” 
schisms exist in the church; (6) that Satan 
has a hand in “false doctrine”; (7) that we 
recognize only Christ as our Master, our 
Teacher, in determining what is “true” and 
what is “false doctrine”; (8) that we need 
to pray for the gift and preservation of 
“pure doctrine.” 

But all these confessions are not merely 
the product of pious Christian hearts, 
they are also the echo and reflection of 
what Scripture itself as the Word of God 
says regarding “doctrine,” “pure doctrine,” 
“false doctrine,’ “error,” “heresy,” and 
similar realities. 


The Terms in the New Testament 


The New Testament employs the term 
“doctrine” in 48 passages as a translation 
of two Greek words which are closely re- 
lated etymologically and in their meaning. 
These terms nearly always appear in the 
singular number and are therefore ren- 
dered in the King James Version with 
“doctrine.” The plural “doctrines” occurs 
only in Matt. 15:9; Mark 7:7; 1 Tim. 4:1. 

Furthermore, it is significant that in 
the original text the term “doctrine” is in 
nearly every instance preceded by the defi- 
nite article “the.” Thus Paul tells Timothy, 
“Take heed unto the doctrine.” This 
means that the speaker or writer, such as 
Jesus, Paul, John, has something quite defi- 
nite and well known in mind. Jesus had 
made known His doctrine through His 
preaching and teaching (John 7:16; 18:19) 
in the synagogs and the temple in Jeru- 
salem, along the shores of the Galilean 
Sea, and when He withdrew with His dis- 
ciples to a desert place. Also Paul’s and 
John’s doctrine had, as a result of their 
preaching, become well known. 


Well Known and One 


And so we conclude that when either 
of the two Greek terms, both translated 
“doctrine” in the King James Version, 
appears in the New Testament, it refers 
in the vast majority of instances to a spe- 
cific, well-known “doctrine,” and _ that, 
since both terms appear in the singular 
in the sense of the doctrine of God com- 
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Convention, June 18, 19, 20, 22, 1959 : 


By Paul M. Bretscher 


Professor, Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Mor 


municated by Christ and His apostles, that 
divine doctrine is “one.” That “one” doc- 
trine embraces God’s entire revelation to 
man and is centered in Jesus Christ and 
His salvation. 

Luther is therefore right when in his 
lectures on Galatians he says: “Doctrine 
must be a round and golden ring without 
a break.” And he interprets this to mean: 
“If I deny God in one article, I do so in 
all.” Again, Luther uses the illustration 
of a bell which if it has only a very minor 
crack is irreparably damaged. 

Though there is only “one” doctrine, 
we may of course speak of “doctrines” of 
Scripture. The Augsburg Confession pre- 
sents 21 articles which it terms “articles 
of faith and doctrine.” Luther’s Small 
Catechism is composed of a number of 
chief parts of Christian doctrine. In teach- 
ing “doctrine” to our students and pupils, 
we naturally categorize aspects of God’s 
“doctrine” for the purpose of accenting 
and exhaustively dealing with every facet 
of the “doctrine.” And yet the “doctrine” 
is one. It is God’s one revelation to man 
of Himself, of His great acts culminating 
in the incarnation, death, resurrection, and 
exaltation, in the words of the prophetic 
and apostolic Scriptures for lost and con- 
demned sinners. 


“Good” and ‘‘Sound”’ 


Of this one doctrine the New Testament 
in particular has much to say. This doc- 
trine Jesus had received from the Father 
and taught His disciples (John 7:16). 
About that doctrine the High Priest in- 
quired of Jesus at the Savior’s trial before 
the Jewish court (John 18:19). The peo- 
ple “were astonished at His doctrine, for 
His word was with power” (Luke 4:32). 
This doctrine Paul calls “the doctrine of 
God our Savior” (Titus 2:10) and says 
that “it should not be blasphemed” (1 Tim. 
6:1). Luke calls it “the apostles’ doctrine” 
(Acts 2:42) because the apostles pro- 
claimed it. With this doctrine they “filled 
all Jerusalem” (Acts 5:28). 

To the standard or norm of this doc- 
trine the Christians in Rome had been 
converted and committed years before 
Paul wrote them his Epistle (Rom. 6:17: 
cp. also Rom. 16:17). This doctrine was 
something wholly “new” to the wise phi- 
losophers of Athens (Acts 17:19). In 
preaching this doctrine Paul and the 
elders had labored (2 Tim. 3:10: 1 Tim. 
5:17). Paul calls it “good” doctrine 
(1 Tim. 4:6). He also calls it “sound” 
doctrine; that is, healthy, wholesome, pure, 
right doctrine (1 Tim. 1:10; 2 Tim. 4:3: 
TABS eS DEI, 

We present this subject in four essays: 

I. God’s Concern for His Doctrine 

II. The Source of Divine Doctrine 

Il. The Content of Divine Doctrine 

IV. The Communication of Divine 

Doctrine 
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I 
GOD’S CONCERN 
FOR HIS DOCTRINE 


God is concerned about His doctrine: 
His revelation, chiefly because of the 
competition it meets at the hands 0} 
false and pernicious doctrine. Falsé 
doctrine, ungodly doctrine, was intro: 
duced into the world when Satar 
tempted Eve in the Garden. In the 
moment she yielded to that temptation 
pernicious error, false doctrine, the 
“oreat lie,” was introduced. Since that 
time it is strictly a case of God’s doc- 
trine versus Satan’s doctrine, God’s 
truth versus Satan’s untruth. 


In the Old Testament 


As we read the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, we soon learn that all true doc- 
trine comes from God and that God is 
mightily concerned about His truth. He 
wants that truth and doctrine to prevail 
and is opposed to all false doctrine and 
lies. God’s teaching is spoken of in the 
Old Testament under various terms. 
such as “judgments” (Deut. 4:1); “stat- 
utes” (Deut. 4:5); “God’s ways” (Ps. 
25:4); “God’s truth” (Ps. 25:5); “good 
judgment and knowledge” (Ps. 119:66): 
“testimonies” (Ps. 132312). “Godse 
will> (Ps. 143:10); “God's Law? (Ps 
94:12); “God’s commandments” (Ex. 
24:12); “the way of God’s statutes.” 
(PSs Hite 3333)) 

But God’s doctrine in the Old Testa- 
ment included not only laws and stat- 
utes and commandments; it included 
also promises to His people in_ the 
covenants He made with them. The 
most significant promise in His doctrine 
was that He would in the course of time 
send His people a Messiah, a Savior. 
a King, who would rule forever and 
ever and into whose kingdom also Gen- 
tiles from all parts of the world would 
find entry. 

God was most jealous of His doc: 
trine. Over and over again He spoke 
out through His chosen prophets against 
false prophets, false dreamers and theit 
false prophecies and dreams, and He 
threatened these false prophets and false 
dreamers and their disciples with fear. 
ful punishment (cp. Deut. 18:22). We 
cite only two passages: Deut. 13:1-5 
Jens S=ilsz 

When we attempt to summarize wha’ 
it was that constituted true doctrine ir 
the Old Testament, we arrive at these 
conclusions: (1) that all true doctrine 
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if trine” 
Hisince He gave it and behind which 
jstood God’s honor and supreme author- 
ity, His so-often-repeated ‘Thus saith 
ijthe Lord, the Holy One of Israel.” It 
i)was intended to have Israel recognize 
i}God as its absolute Ruler and King 
ljwhose laws and commandments could 
jimever be set aside with impunity; but 
‘this doctrine 
jsame God was forgiving and merciful 
|\to those who confessed their sins and 
iipledged allegiance to God’s covenant. 


|i cerned 
‘i knowledge, but rather, like Moses and 
{ithe Prophets, about ordering the life 
\iof His hearers toward God and toward 
ji the service of the neighbor (Matt. 22:37, 
19: 16ff.). 
|) ways appealed to the will and to a deci- 
lision for or against the will of God. 
| Like the rabbis and scribes, Jesus, too, 
taught that God’s will is revealed in the 
‘Old Testament Scriptures, especially in 
lithe Law, so that He refused to sur- 
/irender even a jot or tittle of this Law 
i (Matt. 5:17). For Him, however, the 
) will of God was inextricably bound up 
|| with His own person. For He declared 


came from God and that false doctrine 
Was initiated by the devil; (2) that God 
revealed both Himself and His will and 


4jdoctrine through Moses and the other 


prophets; (3) that God’s will and doc- 


{trine demanded absolute obedience; 


(4) that God’s doctrine stood in direct 


}Opposition to that of false prophets and 
\jfalse prophecies and the doctrines of 
#men; (5) that God’s honor was violated 


and offended when men falsified and 
perverted God’s pure teaching and fol- 
lowed the teachings of false teachers; 
(6) that God’s doctrine in the Old 
Testament included also the promise of 


\ja Messiah, the Suffering Servant spoken 
\jof particularly by Isaiah, who would 


suffer and die and rise again for the 
sins and eternal welfare of His people; 
that this Messiah would establish a king- 
dom of which He Himself would be 


/King, that this kingdom would endure 


forever, and that both Jews and Gen- 


§j tiles would be subjects in that kingdom. 


Here, then, was a great body of “‘doc- 


which was God’s “doctrine,” 


included also that this 


In the Gospels 


In the life of Jesus we note both 


i a very positive and a negative concern 
\jabout “doctrine.” Jesus Himself taught. 
jn Matt. 4:23, which summarizes the 


activity of Jesus in Galilee, it is said 


\}first “that He taught in the synagogs.” 
{i Then we read that He proclaimed the 
\j good news of the kingdom of God and 
t@healed the sick (Matt. 9:35; 12:9f.). 
|| Like the rabbis of His day, Jesus, too, 


interpreted passages from the Old 


Testament. (Luke 4:16ff.; Matt. 5:21f.; 
ie? 22°37) 


He was, however, not primarily con- 
about providing intellectual 


Therefore His teaching al- 


Himself to be the Son of God and the 
Messiah. This amazed His hearers as 
much as did what He taught, for He 


| put Himself on the same level with God. 


OMatt,7:28;- 13:53; 7:29; Mark 12D) 
It is in the Gospel of John that we 
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learn most clearly what His doctrine 
was. It was not only an underscoring 
of the Law of Moses and a stress on 
God’s absolute claim on man. It was 
rather — and that was the distinctive 
aspect of His doctrine — that as the 
Son of God He had come to reveal the 
Father, to declare Him, and to execute 
the Father’s will for the redemption of 
man, to die as the Lamb of God for 
the sins of the world, and to give eter- 
nal life to all who believed on Him. 

_ Such believers would not enter into 
judgment, and He would raise them 
up on the Last Day. And those who 
believed in Him would live also in Him 
and would manifest their love for Him 
by their love of the brethren. 

We note also that Jesus, though He 
recognized the validity of God’s Law 
as given in the Old Testament, rose 
above the false interpretations of that 
Law with His majestic “But I say unto 
you” (Matt. 5:21ff.). His authority was 
that of an ambassador sent from God, 
who does not have His doctrine from 
Himself but from Him who sent Him. 
(John 7:16; 8:28) 

And His doctrine did not consist in 
exalted and secret wisdom intended for 
brilliant minds but in the revelation of 
Himself by His words and deeds as the 
Messiah, the Son of God and the Savior 
of mankind. His call to repentance 
demanded a conversion by God Him- 
self, and His teaching a wholehearted 
discipleship and an absolute obedience. 
He Himself selected the Twelve whom 
He intended to send out into the world. 

These disciples did not become teach- 
ers in the sense that they, too, now 
founded schools of thought. But they 
remained faithful students of that one 
Master who had called them into the 
service. Their task was to be His am- 
bassadors, to communicate His Word, 
which He Himself had received from 
the Father, to recognize His authority 
as final (Matt. 26:18; Mark 14:14; 
Luke 22:11; Matt. 23:8), to witness to 
Him, to His Word and mighty acts, in 
particular to His resurrection. 

But just as Jesus was concerned in 
a positive way about His doctrine, so 
He opposed also all false doctrines. 

Therefore He warned against the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees, 
that is, their false doctrine. Therefore 
He rejected the traditions of the Jewish 
teachers, which had actually taken the 
place of God’s doctrine as recorded 
in the Old Testament. Therefore He 
warned against false prophets, who 
would come in sheep’s clothing. 

Therefore He told His disciples not 
to be deceived by false Christs and false 
prophets who would appear at the end 
of time and would deceive, if this were 
possible, even the elect. His one con- 
cern was that His way, His doctrine, 
His truth — for He was Himself the 
Truth — would be accepted and _ be- 
lieved. This meant also: recognition 
that God is God, who has the first and 
last claim on man’s life; that man must 
be born from above, from God, through 
the water and the Spirit; that man must 
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believe in Jesus as the Son of God and 
Savior of the world; that man must 
deny Himself and take up the cross and 
follow the Savior; that man must be 
prepared even to lay down his life for 
the brethren; that the disciple must be 
ready to disciple the whole world and 
to teach those who had been baptized 
to observe all things that He had com- 
manded them, that is, His Word, His 
sacraments. 

He taught His disciples to understand 
the Scriptures; He opened their eyes to 
see in all the Old Testament Scriptures 
the things concerning Himself, “that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead and that repent- 
ance and forgiveness of sins should be 
preached in His name to all nations” 
(Luke 24:46, 47). And when His 
teaching ministry came to a close, He 
promised them another Teacher, the 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom He 
would send from the Father. This 
Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, would 
be with them forever (John 14:16). 
“He will teach you all things and bring 
to your remembrance all that I have 
said to you” (John 14:26). “He will 
bear witness of Me” (John 15:26). 
Because of this Comforter, the Spirit of 
Truth, the disciples would have power 
also to witness boldly in the name and 
to the name of Jesus. 


In the Apostolic Letters 


As we study the New Testament 
books, in particular the Letters of Paul 
and Peter and John, we note that it was 
not long after the founding of the 
church in Jerusalem that the Savior’s 
warnings regarding false teachers began 
to materialize. 

Paul tells the elders of Ephesus: 
“I know that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, 
not sparing the flock. Also of your own 
selves shall men arise, speaking per- 
verse things, to draw away disciples 
after them. Therefore watch and re- 
member that by the space of three years 
I ceased not to warn everyone night 
and day.” (Acts 20:29-31) 

Paul must tell the Galatians: “I mar- 
vel that ye are so soon removed from 
Him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel, which is not 
another; but there be some that trouble 
you and would pervert the Gospel of 
Christ. But though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed.” (Gal. 1:6-8) 

In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul directs him- 
self in strong words against those who 
deny the resurrection (vv. 12-20). In 
Colossians he attacks what may be 
called the beginnings of Gnostic aber- 
rations. He writes: “Beware lest any 
man make a prey of you by philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ.” (Col. 2:8) 

He warns the Ephesian Christians 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Graduation of Shozo Osawa, April 5, 1959, at Tokyo 


From Four Far East 


First graduates of Philippine 
seminary at Manila, April 12, 
1959 


Graduation of theological candi- 
dates in the Missouri Synod becomes 
increasingly international. 

Until in very recent years Concor- 
dia Seminary at Nagercoil, India, op- 
erating since 1924, and the seminary 
at Hankow, China (1922—-50), were 
alone, synodically speaking, outside 
the Western Hemisphere. The new 
seminary authorized for Hong Kong 
will raise the number in the Far East 
to five. 

Four seminaries this year gradu- 
ated a total of 23 candidates. The 
number may seem small in compari- 
son with the 197 from the St. Louis 
and Springfied seminaries, but the 
joy in the mission fields is fully as 
great. The mother church rejoices 
also at the increasing number of na- 
tive-born workers entering the field 
and speeding the day of the indige- 
nous church. 

The oldest seminary, that in Na- 
gercoil, now operated by the India 


23 Graduate 


Seminaries 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, in 
March had nine graduates, bringing 
the number of Indian pastors to 113. 

The Philippine seminary in Manile 
graduated its first class of two. Since 
two other pastors had joined the staf 
previously, the total number of na- 
tive pastors is now four. 

Another completed the theologica’ 
training program in Tokyo, and there 
are now six Japanese pastors at work 

Early this month the seminary ir 
Chia Yi, Taiwan, granted diploma: 
to 11 students of the first graduating 
class in this country. As nearly as car 
be determined, this is the first grout 
of Chinese to graduate since 1941 
Eight of these will first be placed a: 
graduate vicars, with ordination com 
ing after successful completion of thi: 
work. Mr. Gi, a native-born Tai 
wanese, will be commissioned as mis 
sionary at large to Taiwanese in the 
Taipei area. 

Establishment of the seminary it 


Japan 


Hong Kong was only recently author- 
ized by the Board for Missions in 
Foreign Countries. So far a group of 
evangelists has been very helpful to 
the church and missionaries in the 
work. Special classes have been car- 
ried on for some years to help them 
take care of the large task that was 
before them. Two Chinese pastors 
are at work in this field. 


Heads of the Far East seminaries 
flare: Martin L. Kretzmann, D. D., In- 
(idia; Lorenz Nieting, Philippines; Otto 
ii © Theiss, D.D., Japan; Roy 
A. Suelflow, M. A., Th. D., Taiwan; 
land Wibert Holt, Hong Kong. Since 
Dr. Theiss has been instructed by 
ja doctor to refrain from administra- 
tive work and restrict himself to 
teaching, Paul Heerboth has tempo- 
rarily assumed the administrative 
tasks. 

In New Guinea on May 19 repre- 
‘sentatives of the congregations met 
to discuss the establishment of an 
institution for the training of evan- 
gelists and congregational leaders. 
The curriculum of the school would 
include advanced Bible study and 
doctrinal and practical theology. 
Suggested as head of the school is 
Rev. Willard Burce. The congrega- 
|tions would be expected to clear the 
ground, erect the necessary buildings 
jand housing for the students, and 
fully support the students. 


tudents in theological training program, Tokyo, 
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Faculty (seated) and 1959 graduates of Concordia Seminary, 
Nagercoil, India 


Pastors’ and evangelists’ training class, Hong Kong, February 
1959 


First seminary graduating class at Chia Yi, Taiwan, 
June 3, 1959 


Dr. H. A. Harms 


“Real Joy to Serve Synod,” 
Says Dr. Herman A. Harms 


To serve Synod at large for the past 
38 years in addition to pastoral duties 
has been a “real joy” to Dr. Herman A. 
Harms, retiring Second Vice-President. 

“Coming from a church body which 
was laboring under depressed circum- 
stances,” he told the WITNEss, “it was 
heaven to me when some 50 years ago 
I first became acquainted with the Mis- 
souri Synod through Holy Cross Church 
and Concordia Seminary in St. Louis.” 

Since 1921, when he was named 
Visitor of the Davenport Circuit in the 
Towa District, Dr. Harms has performed 
every service to Synod “in a spirit of 
gratitude for blessings received.” 

Pastor of Trinity Church, Davenport, 
Iowa, 1919—51, Dr. Harms was Vice- 
President of his District, 1924—27, and 
President of the Iowa District and Iowa 
District East, 1927—38, before becom- 
ing Fourth Vice-President of Synod, 
1938—41, then First Vice-President, 
1941—56, and Second Vice-President, 
1956—S9. 

“T enjoyed my work in guiding Dis- 
trict affairs,” he said, “and I considered 
it a privilege to assist the President of 
Synod in carrying out his manifold 
and arduous tasks.” 

Dr. Harms has a definite explanation 
for the results of the 1959 elections 
for the Presidency and the Vice-Presi- 
dency. It has always been his convic- 
tion that “in matters of calls and elec- 


So 


tions God speaks and acts through His 
church.” 

“T came to the San Francisco con- 
vention,” he added, “in the conviction 
that also at this time God would decide 
the elections through His church. He 
has done so, and the affairs of His 
church will be administered by men He 
has prepared for their important tasks. 

“For these tasks we need also the 
vigor and enthusiasm of young men. 
I am sure that through their experience 
of serving as District Presidents the 
Lord has furnished the newly elected 
Vice-Presidents with the proper equip- 
ment to assist President Behnken in 
leading the church forward in doctrinal 
and organizational matters.” 

Deliberate and precise in his state- 
ments, as always, Dr. Harms expressed 
“utmost confidence” in the leadership 
of Synod. 

“I shall accompany the new Vice- 
Presidents with my prayers,” he said. 
“May the Lord bless their efforts to 
keep the Missouri Synod steadfast in 
His Word and in practice according 
to it. May the Lord through our new 
leaders cause His church to advance 
for Christ in a steady, forward march.” 

Commenting on the service of Dr. 
Arnold H. Grumm, who earlier had 
been declared Honorary Vice-President 
of the Missouri Synod, Dr. Harms de- 
clared that “God placed him into the 
First Vice-Presidency at a time when 
his talents were needed in the church.” 

At this point of the interview Dr. 
Harms was called to preside over a 
meeting of the Convention Committee 
on Missions, a duty he performed be- 
fore the meeting and throughout the 
sessions. He paused to make one more 
comment. 

“Vice-President Grumm did a won- 
derful job,” he said, “a job which -in 
our opinion needed his further guid- 
ance. Only the word of Christ can 
comfort us in this hour of sadness: 
‘What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter.’ ” 


Retiring Vice-President Walter F, Lichtsinn (seated) headed the Convention 


Committee on Parish Education. 
10 
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Dr. W. F. Lichtsinn 


Dr. Lichtsinn Applauds 
Choice of Successor 


“I am especially happy that the con 
vention chose a Vice-President from 
the West Coast,” said former Vice- 
President Walter F. Lichtsinn in com4 
menting on the 1959 elections. 

Like Dr. H. A. Harms, the Ham- 
mond, Ind., pastor who has served as 
chairman of the College of Presidents 
since 1945 came to San Francisco in 
the belief that through the convention 
“God will decide who is to lead His 
church.” 

Candid and unrestrained in his praise 
of the convention for electing “younger 
men” to the Vice-Presidency and to the 
Board of Directors, Dr. Lichtsinn said, 
“It’s a good idea to elect men in their 
forties and fifties. After all, that’s 
when I got in.” 

Along with mature, seasoned leader- 
ship, he asserted, “younger blood must 
be infused into our administration. Our 
church needs to include younger men 
in its councils.” 

Dr. Lichtsinn’s youthful appearance 
is matched by his enthusiasm for the 
branch mission in Munster, Ind., re- 
cently opened by his parish. 

One thing he will miss, the former 
Vice-President was equally candid to 
say, is meeting with the College of 
Presidents and its Board of Assign- 
ments. Although these activities re- 
quired travel, time, and work, Dr. Licht- 
sinn “thoroughly enjoyed” them. 

News of Dr. Grumm’s illness came 
as a shock, the silver-haired pastor from 
Indiana stated. 

“Dr. Grumm and I were close friends 
at the seminary. Already there he 
showed qualities of leadership. He cer- 
tainly had balanced judgment and pro- 
nounced organizational ability. He will 
be missed.” 

Dr. Lichtsinn’s 46-year ministry be- 
gan in St. John’s Church, Toronto 
Ont., 1913—18, when he became pas. 
tor of St. Paul’s. He served the churck 
at large as Central District Secretary 
(1921—27) and President (1927—47) 
and as Third Vice-President of Synod 
1947—59, 
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i Sanction Foundation 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
ynod Foundation on June 23 became 
subsidiary corporation of Synod by 
Dte of the San Francisco convention, 
Directed by Dr. Eugene R. Berter- 
ann, Executive Secretary, the Founda- 
Dn is a service department for the 
jfutual benefit of the church and the 
Wpnors. 
“The Foundation will be of service 
the kingdom of God,” said Dr. Ernest 
Gallmeyer, chairman of the corpora- 
on’s Board of Trustees. The Founda- 
on will carry on “religious, benevolent, 
Hucational, and missionary work in 
preement with the principles of The 
theran Church — Missouri Synod,” 
cording to publicity materials distrib- 
ed at the convention. 

Through the Foundation, donors can 
jhake direct contributions, designate an- 
ities, wills, or life-income contracts 
\br some specific purpose, or let the 
foundation choose the beneficiaries. 
By informing people of the need for 
iheir gifts and by providing a conven- 
nt channel for giving, the Foundation 
Opes to raise the spiritual and the stew- 
rdship sights of the church’s mem- 
ership. 


Board of Directors 


Authorized to Borrow 


Authority to borrow funds during the 
ext three years “if and when necessary 
> meet the cash needs for approved 
apital-investment items” was granted 
synod’s Board of Directors by dele- 
ates to the 44th general convention. 
This action followed a presentation 
)f Synod’s worldwide missionary and 
ducational program for the next six 
ears, during which expenditures are 
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expected to total $145 million, receipts 
$130 million. The convention voted to 
close the $15 million gap by borrowing 
rather than cutting back. 

Borrowing, according to the adopted 
resolution, will be limited to vital build- 
ing programs, major remodeling proj- 
ects, and site acquisitions in connection 
with colleges and seminaries, as well 
as to “other capital-investment mission 
projects.” 

To keep borrowing at a minimum, 
the convention urged congregations to 
carry out a “thorough and effective 
stewardship program,” including a well- 
planned Every Member Visit “not only 
in the interest of financial stewardship 
but also in the area of evangelism and 
parish education.” 


'REPOR IAQ of the San Francisco Convention 


The Board of Directors was also au- 
thorized, in consultation with the Fiscal 
Conference (1960 or 1961) to ‘“‘ask our 
members for a special offering” if seri- 
ous deficits should occur in the regular 
budgeted program of the church body. 

Throughout discussion of the “Big 
Money Resolution,” as some speakers 
called it, assurances were given that 
“hard-headed” businessmen and judi- 
cious clergy members of the Board of 
Directors will employ extreme care in 
exercising their authority to borrow. 

“Our Treasurer,” said one speaker, 
“is one of the nation’s outstanding bank- 
om, Di, SimeCer Oren mis, AS 
a banker, I love to collect interest, but 
as Treasurer of the Missouri Synod, I 
hate to pay out interest.” 


TO BUILD $6 MILLION JUNIOR COLLEGE 
IN GREATER DETROIT AREA 


Establishment of a $6 million, 350- 
student junior college in the Greater 
Detroit area to prepare men and women 
for the preaching and teaching ministry 
was authorized June 24. 

Thoroughly studied in committee and 
debated in convention sessions, this ac- 
tion represents a major step in expand- 
ing the capacity of synodical institutions 
to enroll more than 7,000 professional 
students needed by 1965 for a two-mil- 
lion-member church body. 

Target date for the new school, which 
will prepare students for Concordia 
Senior College and the two synodical 
teachers colleges, is set for September 
1963. The $6 million-project budget for 
construction is to be approved by the 
1959 Fiscal Conference. 

While the convention recognized the 
probable need for synodical schools in 
the Southeast and on the West Coast, 


the Greater Detroit area won priority 
because of its immediate recruitment 
potential. In the area are more than 
100 congregations of Synod with a com- 
bined membership of some 100,000. 
The three synodical Districts (Michigan, 
Central, English) to be served by the 
college, last year had over 600 students 
in training for the church’s ministry. 
Eight Lutheran high schools in the four- 
state region enroll about 4,000 students, 
whose program can be geared to the 
junior college level. 

Final site determination for the “first 
new junior college in a generation” will 
be made by Synod’s Board of Directors 
upon recommendation of the Board for 
Higher Education. The adopted resolu- 
tion also calls for the appointment of 
a Board of Control and the election 
of a president early in the planning of 
the school. 


Plenary session of Committee No. 1 (Colleges and Seminaries), which gave careful attention to proposals involving multi- 
nillion-dollar expenditures. n 
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SEEN AT THE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
IONVENTION 


Delegates, seated at 

tables, used the 

nearest microphone to 
pe address the chair and 
_ the convention. 


The Convention Committee on Missions met with officers and members of 
various mission boards to study and recommend action on numerous proposals. 
Meetings of the group started on June 15. Dr. Herman Harms (seated, third 
from right) served as chairman. 


For the opening service Bay Area Lutheran Churches provided a 


50-voice choir led by Prof. Hugo Gehrke, California Concordia many languages 
College. Society thanks 
Brazil District |] 


For our Synod’ 


® 


Ss eustomary white linen 
i . Jackayya, General Sec- i 
india Evangelical Lutheran a 
erviewed by Rev. Paul T. 
mn of the Board for Mis- 
en Countries, and by Miss 
daughter of Dr. Arthur 
ead of the convention in- 
pau. 
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Visitors in the hall of convention exhibits hear Em- 
met M. Engstrom describe work of Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Home of the West, home and school for 
mentally retarded. 


Exhibit of the Lu- 
theran Deaconess As- 
sociation, represented 
by Executive Director 
Arnold F. Krentz and 
Deaconess Mertice 
Spaude (third from 
right), attracted many 
young women. 


Art exhibit depicting the 
City, Iowa. Sponsored by the two of S 
exhibition encourages artists of Iowa to express their f 


I. to spread the Word in 
Mleft) of the American Bible 
| Lawrence B. Meyer and 
Sahneider. 


Garbed in red-and-white uni- 
forms, convention pages, San 
Francisco Junior Walther 
Leaguers, ran errands and ren- 
dered other services throughout 
the convention. They took 
orders from Rev. Frank Jacob- 
sen, convention chairman, and 
Miss Dolores Cordes (center). 


: “Life of Christ” is explained by Rev. John G. Deterding, Sioux 
Iowa Districts of Synod, the “Life of Christ” competitive 
aith in the Savior through the fine arts. 


—_— 


REPOR [¢@ of the San Francisco Convention 


Resolutions framed by the Convention Committee on Intersynodical and Doc- 
trinal Matters were discussed at length by the convention. 


Doctrinal Statements Adopted by Synod 
To Be Regarded as Public Doctrine 


In response to memorials asking 
Synod to rule on the “binding force” of 
the Brief Statement and other state- 
ments on doctrine and practice formally 
adopted by Synod, the San Francisco 
convention declared its position by 
adopting the following resolution: 


WHEREAS, The pastors, teachers, 
and professors of Synod at the time 
of their ordination and installation 
pledge themselves to be faithful to 
the Holy Scriptures and to the Lu- 
theran Confessions (“. . . solemnly 
pledged to the Scriptures as the in- 
spired and inerrant Word of God and 
to the Symbolical Books of the Lu- 
theran Church as a true exposition 
of the Scriptures. .” Synodical 
Handbook, 4.19; 4.21; 4.23); and 


WHEREAS, Some persons have in- 
quired as to the binding force of the 
Brief Statement as well as other 
statements on doctrine and practice 
formally adopted by Synod; and 


WHEREAS, Article II C of the Arti- 
cles of Incorporation of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod 
lists as an objective of Synod “‘to ex- 
ercise supervision over such pastors 
and teachers as to doctrine, practice, 
and performance of their official 
duties”; therefore be it 


Resolved, A. That Synod further 
clarify its position by reaffirming that 
every doctrinal statement of a con- 
fessional nature adopted by Synod 
as a true exposition of Holy Scrip- 
tures is to be regarded as public doc- 
trine (publica doctrina) in Synod; 

B. That Synod’s pastors, teachers, 
and professors are held to teach and 
act in harmony with such statements; 
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C. That those who believe that 
such statements are not satisfactory 
in part or in their entirety are not to 
teach contrary to them, but rather 
are to present their concern to their 
brethren in the ministry, particularly 
in conferences, to the appropriate 
District officials, and if necessary to 
the synodical officials. 


During discussion of the resolution, 
spread over several days of the conven- 
tion, fear was expressed that doctrinal 
statements such as the Brief Statement 
would be given equal status with Scrip- 
ture and the Lutheran Confessions and 
that adoption of the measure would be 
holding a “sword” or a “club” over the 
heads of Synod’s pastors, teachers, and 
professors. 

To clarify the status of doctrinal 
statements adopted by Synod and the 
intent of the resolution, President Behn- 


' 
ken issued a statement. immediately 
after adoption of the proposal. 
“The resolution we have passed,” said 
President Behnken, “must not, dare not 
be a sword or a club to beat people 
into submission.” | 
He termed the resolution “an expres- 
sion on the part of the convention that 
it believes these statements, these doc- 
trinal pronouncements, are in accord 
with Scripture and our Confessions.” 
Doctrinal statements adopted «by 
Synod, Doctor Behnken stressed, “are 
not on the same level with our Lutherani 
Symbols, the standard Lutheran Con- 
fessions, but they are a new statement 
to the effect that we believe this is what 
the Confessions teach.” | 
Any pastor, professor, teacher, or 
layman who uses the adopted resolu- 
tion “as a club,7 he declared, 1ssver 
course, not exercising Christian love. 
“On the other hand,” he added, “if 
there is anyone who conscientiously 
feels that there is a mistake in the Brief 
Statement, that there is a mistake in the 
Common Confession, that there is 
a mistake in any other document which 
we may or may not adopt, then he 
ought to be honest with himself, honest 
with his brethren, honest with his 
church, and clearly point out where 
these mistakes are and show that they 
are mistakes according to God’s Word. 
“This resolution is but simply some- 
thing to bolster our beliefs that our 
faith is decided by the Word of our 
God and that the Lutheran Confessions 
are the correct interpretation of that 
Word of God.” 


For the first time in seven years four of the Mundinger brothers were together 
(l—r.): Rev. Edgar, University City, Mo.; Rev. William, Garrison, N. Dak. 
Dr. Gerhard, Fort Wayne, Ind.; Dr. Carl, Winfield, Kans.; and his son, Carl Irg 
Dallas, Tex. Brother Paul, River Forest professor, was unable to be present. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Advancing Together 


News and views of the conclave of theologians 
at Oakland, California, June 10—12 


| y William J. Danker 


‘The atmosphere was relaxed, the 
\nood intimate, as 47 participants repre- 
enting 13 church bodies from Aus- 
ifalia, England, Germany, the United 
jitates, India, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, 

d Japan met in the pleasant library 
\jf California Concordia College at Oak- 
hnd under the chairmanship of Presi- 
jient Alfred O. Fuerbringer of Con- 
fjordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
|] The keynote was struck by Prof. 
{Martin Franzmann of St. Louis with 
iis paper on “Our Fellowship Under 
ficripture.” He described the posture 

f the interpreter “as an imitator of 
je Apostles, teaching as they taught, 
\yitnessing as they witnessed.” Under 
he topic “Our Fellowship in the Lu- 
eran Confessions” President Clemens 
{. Hoopmann of the Evangelical Lu- 

eran Church in Australia spoke of 
jnem as “our common heritage.” 

rof. Heinrich Vogel of the Wisconsin 
}ynod’s seminary in Thiensville high- 
ghted their ecumenical character. 

President Arnold W. Schneider of 

e Brazil District of The Lutheran 

hurch — Missouri Synod saw no need 
or new confessions in South America 

only the need for translating all the 
listoric confessions of the Lutheran 
Bhurch and applying them. General 
hecretary B. H. Jackayya of the new 
Mndia Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
peaking out of a situation in which 

tiny Christian minority faces resur- 
ent pagan religions, emphasized the 
ellowship in Christ enjoyed by all who 
elieve in Him. President Hans Kirsten 

f the Lutherische Theologische Hoch- 

hAule at Oberursel, Germany, stressed 

e church’s continual need for refor- 

ation by ever-new study of the Con- 
essions and ever-new application to the 
bresent situation. He framed the root 
broblem of the church today in two 
uestions: “What is the church?” and 

What has authority in the church?” 

In spite of engine trouble that twice 
eturned his plane to the Fiji Islands, 
Dr. Hermann Sasse of Australia arrived 
In time to say, among other disquieting 

ings, that Protestants are leaving the 
scriptures to Rome. The former Er- 
angen professor declared that he had 
never in his life attended a meeting 
where representatives of so many 
thurch bodies shared such unity of 
aith and confession as at Oakland. 

e spoke of “lonely Lutherans” around 
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the world and expressed the hope that 
ways would be found to communicate 
with them. He also took part in the 
closing panel discussion together with 
President Carl Lawrenz of the Thiens- 
ville seminary and this writer under the 
chairmanship of Rev. Theodore Nickel 
of the Missouri Synod. 

Here the discussion brought to light 
various plans for “bringing all the Lu- 
therans at present in fellowship with 
our Synod into closer, more regular, 
and more active contact with one an- 
other for a fuller exercise of the duty 
and the privilege of mutual edification 
and of joint witness to the world and 
to the church everywhere,” to quote the 
Missouri Synod Committee on Doc- 
trinal Unity in its statement of purpose 
for the Oakland meeting. 

All were agreed on the need for 
studying, working, and staying together, 
perhaps through a new _ international 
confessional organization. Dr. John W. 
Behnken was careful to say that this 
should in no way be regarded as an 
attempt to counter the Lutheran World 
Federation. 

At the request of the assembly, rep- 
resentatives from churches in fellow- 
ship with the Lutheran Synodical Con- 
ference met at once on June 12 to lay 
plans for the future. 

Upon the invitation of Wisconsin 
Synod President Oscar Naumann it was 
resolved to hold the next conference 
at the Thiensville seminary over a ten- 
day period in August 1960. 

The suggestion advanced by Presi- 
dent Behnken of the Missouri Synod in 
his opening address to publish a theo- 
logical journal to be the “worldwide 
voice of sound Lutheranism” was re- 
ferred to the next conference. 

The brief Oakland meeting indicated 
that all present stand on the foundation 
of the Scriptures and the Confessions. 
“We're together” was the conclusion. 

It also indicated similarities and dif- 
ferences in the cultural and _ historical 
situation in which various churches find 
themselves. The churches of Australia, 
Canada, South America, and the United 
States are all made up of German im- 
migrants. It seemed easy for them to 
understand one another. Their confes- 
sional posture had been assumed vis-a- 
vis other Christians, especially other 
Lutherans. President B. H. Jackayya 
was the only Asiatic Lutheran present. 
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In the face of a teeming 97-per-cent 
non-Christian India he saw other In- 
dian Christians primarily as _ fellow 
Christians and secondly as persons with 
whom he was not in confessional agree- 
ment. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Australia feels that it can have joint 
prayer with UELCA when doctrinal 
discussions aiming at unity are carried 
on. Others question whether such 
prayer is ever permissible. Some hold 
that degrees of co-operation with Chris- 
tians of other confessions are in har- 
mony with Scripture. Others feel that 
it must be all or nothing. These are 
some of the questions for study in fu- 
ture retreats. 

In the view of this writer, theologians 
of the church must be committed to 
the struggle of witnessing Christ and 
His Word to non-Christians as well as 
to erring Christians. He is truest to the 
Confessions who uses them for the 
purpose for which they were first 
framed — to confess. This is what they 
were made for. 

Fellowship is not something you keep 
only by talking about it. You maintain 
it by doing together those tasks God 
has commanded Christians to do. Here 
nothing has higher priority than this: 
“Go ye and teach all nations.” In the 
same breath Christ laid upon us the 
duty to witness to the erring Chris- 
tian — and by the same token to re- 
ceive the witness of others when we 
are in error — for He went on, “teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you.” The 
mission to a pagan world and the erring 
brother are part and parcel of the self- 
same Great Commission. 

Therefore every theologian is also 
a missionary. And when Christians 
come together, it should be not only 
to discuss theology but also to carry 
it into practice. Here Dr. Kirsten’s apt 
aphorism applies, “Doctrine without 
practice is mute; practice without doc- 
trine is blind.” 

If a permanent theological confer- 
ence is formed on an _ international 
scale, it will mever achieve vigor if it 
confines itself to discussing theology, 
important as this is. It was readily and 
penitently agreed at Oakland that we 
have not done enough Kingdom tasks 
together in the past. Great comradeship 
results from joint Kingdom labor. 


15 


“Prophets 


What Is M issing? 


Hosea 4:1: “There is no truth nor 
_mercy nor knowledge. of God in he 
land. - 


: “In God We Trust” is the motto in- 


_ scribed on many coins in our country. 
__ This gives the impression that we Amer- 
_ jicans as a people put our confidence in 
God. It implies that such faith must 
put God on our side and that therefore 
~ no foe can vanquish us. 

_.. The prophet Hosea is much more: 
woalistic. He says quite bluntly that God 
_ is not at all pleased with our land. For . 
hree very essential ingredients of oot 
ess are missing. 

Many of us Americans do not even 
_ know who the true God is. Obviously 
_ such knowledge of God is missing 
among those who maintain no church 
affiliation. But it may also be missing 
mong those who are regularly exposed 
o God’s communication. They hear, 


has to say to them. 

_ That such knowledge of God is miss- 
ing becomes evident from the absence 
f another basic factor — mercy. If all 


t no one could mistake it. There 
uld be so many citations of one 
ther helping another that this would © 
e the ordinary, not the unusual thing. 


quirements of God, is truth. Truth - 
this context is synonymous with faith- 
ulness, integrity, a 
16 qualification that every oe 
oks for in those who work for him. 


ates for public office. This is what — 
nal negotiators look for in 

o sit opposite them at confer-— 
obi, 


se such truth, mercy, and knowledge 
God are missing. He wants us to re- 
w our attitudes and do something © 
about them. 

_ This means that we accept anew the 
orgiveness wrought by Christ for all, 
that has been missing in our past lives. 
It includes the renewed pledge of our 


one another. It calls for rededicating 
_ ourselves to honesty and integrity. 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 


16 


but they do not really accept what God 


really knew God, there would be - 
‘to be such a demonstration of _ 
‘liness and kindliness among us 


Also missing, according to the three 


and honesty. This is 


is what the public looks for in can-_ 


he Lord is indicting us «today. be 


willingness to be more brotherly toward © 


The Litany and Our Special Prayers 


In the General Rubrics of The Lu- 
theran Liturgy (p. 421) we read: “One 
of the General Prayers appointed for 
the Service shall always be used. The 
Litany may be used instead of the Gen- 
eral Prayer, except when there is 
a Communion.” This seeming contra- 
diction disappears when one discovers 
that the content of the Litany is very 
much like that of the General Prayer. 
However, our best-known litanies ex- 
press also the spirit of penitence; that is 
why we prefer not to use them just be- 
fore Holy Communion, in which the 
soul strives to “leave behind all gloom 
and sadness” (L.H., No. 305). Hence 
we refer to this Sacrament also as the 
Eucharist (“giving of thanks”), into 
which the penitent overtones of the 
Litany should not carry over. 


The Litany Is Unique 


The Litany, like the General Prayer, 
is a prayer of the Church; however, it 
is responsive in form. The word Litany 
is derived from the Greek word litaneia, 
which means “prayer, entreaty.” In his 
The Lutheran Liturgy (p. 542) Luther 
Reed says: “The Litany is unique. It 
expresses the fundamental needs of all 
people tersely, energetically, and yet 
with pathos. It provides opportunity for 
individual concentration and for cor- 
porate action.” 

While many litanies used by Roman 
Catholics are saturated with Mariolatry 
and intercession of the saints and are 
work-righteous, unduly repetitious, and 
sentimental, our Litany, prepared by 
Martin Luther on the basis of an ancient 
Litany of All Saints, bespeaks Biblical 
truth throughout. 


Structure and Content of the Litany 


The Litany (L.H., pp. 110—112) 
begins with the Kyrie, a plea for divine 
help and a cry of homage to Christ. 
It continues with an Invocation of the 
Holy Trinity. At the close of the Lit- 
any the Kyrie is used again after the 
Agnus Dei, in which we address Christ 
as the Lamb of God, and it is followed 
by the Lord’s Prayer. The Litany is 
indeed Christ-centered. 

The central portion of the Litany con- 
sists of four parts. The first is devoted 
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to “deprecations,” in which we depri 
cate, “try to avert by prayer,” the evi 
of this world: sin, the devil, faminr 
bloodshed, etc.; each set receives th 
response “Good Lord, deliver us; 
These are then followed by entreatié 
which are called “obsecrations”; the 
are based on the life and work of Jesy 
Christ. The response here is: “Help ut 
good Lord.” 

The third part is very short and com 
sists of supplications, or prayers fc 
ourselves, in which we ask the Lor 
to help and to hear us in times of tril 
ulation and prosperity, death and judg 
ment. 

The fourth part consists of praye1 
for others, or intercessions. The ver 
fact that the supplications are fev 
while the intercessions are many, hel 
to prove that the Litany is an expressio 
of Christian unselfishness. The respons 
of the sections of the fourth part is 
“We beseech Thee to hear us, goo 
Lord.” Some have deleted from thi 
part the petition that God “give to ov 
nation perpetual victory over all it 
enemies”; we might well follow th 
example, since at times it is better fc 
the Lord to send us defeat rather tha 
victory. In the intercession that Go 
protect all who travel “by land or we 
ter,” “or air” is to be added. 


The Litany Collects and Our Prayers 


The Litany may be followed by fror 
one to six collects, each preceded b 
a versicle and its response. When thes 
are used together with the Litany, thet 
is almost a complete service of worshjj 
We need but add a Scripture readin: 
a psalm, a hymn or two, a benedictio1 
and likely a doxology to make the sen 
ice complete. 

The Litany reflects the life and hi 
tory of the Church, her persecutior 
and needs, wants and desires. It is a 
expression of the basic needs of mat 
not only of yesterday but also of toda 
Perhaps this is why we perpetuate tt 
ancient custom of offering special su 
plications, intercessions, and prayers | 
connection with the General Praye 
The idea may have been suggested | 
the various parts of the Litany. 


WALTER E. BuszIn 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


Pastors — power to heal? 


°? Question: In the catacombs 
|. near Rome I repeatedly saw 
\fritten on the walls the petition 
Peter and Paul, pray for us!” Was 
\raying to the saints practiced by the 
| hristian church at that early date, 
\r was this merely the belief of a few 
\nisguided people? 


ated as early as the third century but 
jhat its real development came a little 
iter, when great masses of people were 
feceived into the Christian church with- 
t adequate instruction in Bible truths. 
# was felt that the more outstanding 
Separted believers had special influence 
ith God because of their special mer- 
fs and that they also had knowledge 
wf the needs of living Christians and 
vere willing to intercede for them be- 
(bre the Throne of Grace. In time these 
teas became general, overrode all op- 
osition, were adopted by church coun- 
ils, and became a fruitful source of 
ther superstitions and _heathenish 
jsages. For all practical purposes these 
aints became minor deities to many 
eople, who gladly offered prayers and 
blations to them in order to find help 
ough their intercession. 

Praying and bringing offerings to 
aints is both idolatrous and vain. They 
ho pray and look for help to departed 
believers must needs consider them to 
e almighty, all-knowing, and every- 
here present; else they cannot expect 
o be heard by them. Thus they give to 
tuman beings the honor that belongs 
God, and that is idolatry (Is. 42:8; 
Acts 10:25, 26; 14:13-17). In time of 
rouble we are to go to God (Ps. 50: 
5), since He alone is able and willing 
oO hear our prayers. 

As for the effectiveness of any such 
yrayers, we might as well pray to the 
ombstones beneath which the saints lie 
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@® Early church — pray to saints? 


®@ Lord’s Supper — every Sunday? 


(Is. 63:16). Departed believers are 
in no better position to hear our 
prayers than Baal (1 Kings 18:27) or 
idols made by men’s hands (Ps. 115: 
3-8). The proper place to go for help 
is the Throne of Grace, and the proper 
manner to pray is in Jesus’ name (John 
16:23). Hence they who wrote that 
prayer upon the catacomb walls, 
whether few or many, were misguided 
people who well-meaningly but sinfully 
served the creature more than the Crea- 
tor (Rom. 1:25). God be praised that 


we have been freed from this folly! 
? Question: What Bible rea- 
sons are there for celebrating 

the Lord’s Supper every Sunday? 


Answer: One looks in vain for spe- 
cific Bible texts which teach that the 
Lord’s Supper is to be celebrated every 
Sunday. The only texts which indicate 
that we should receive it repeatedly are 
GConulilie2 On (easy Olteas.) "but the 
precise frequency of communing is not 
specified. There is also a reference to 
the first members of the church at Jeru- 
salem, who communed frequently (Acts 
2:42), but there is no divine command 
recorded there, nor is it stated. how 
often each individual in that church 
partook of the sacrament. 

On the one hand, partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper, like churchgoing and 
other Christian activities, should flow 
from a thankful and loving heart, not 
from constraint or legalistic compul- 
sion. The person who avoids and neg- 
lects the Lord’s Supper entirely, or 
comes but rarely, thereby brands him- 
self as a despiser of this meal of grace. 
On the other hand, even weekly com- 
muning is without blessing, yea, may be 
unworthy communing, unless it is done 
with a penitent and believing heart. 

Martin Luther once expressed it this 
way: “What we have said is true: Under 
no conditions should we force or com- 
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pel anyone to go to Communion, lest 
the old rule of murdering souls be 
introduced again in a new form. Nev- 
ertheless it should be known that peo- 
ple who shun the sacrament and with- 
draw from it for so long a time cannot 
be considered Christians.” 


“> Question: Do our pastors still 
i have the power to heal? If 


so, why is it not more in evidence? 


Answer: The power to heal diseases 
is a gift from heaven which no Chris- 
tian can acquire or develop by himself 
(John 3:27; 1 Cor. 4:7). Jesus did en- 
dow the Twelve (Matt. 10:1) and the 
Seventy (Luke 10:9) with such power 
and after His resurrection bestowed it 
on other disciples also (Mark 16:17). 
They were given this endowment by 
Christ to produce miraculous cures, and 
theyeuscdatte (eukerl Oni eACtsio= Om ie 
14:10). But recorded instances of such 
cures are comparatively few. 

Although we do not possess the 
power to heal, we may rest assured that 
the Lord is with us (Matt. 18:20; 28: 
20) and that His arm is not shortened 
nor His power decreased (Heb. 13:8). 
Any healings that would be done today 
could also be done only in and by His 
power. 

Why are healings not so common and 
prevalent as they were in the early 
church? God has not given us the 
answer. Is it because of our littleness 
of faith? Possibly so, but we cannot 
be sure. Is it because the Gospel mes- 
sengers no longer need the divine cre- 
dentials in the form of miracles as they 
did in those days? That may well be, 
and this explanation is commonly ac- 
cepted among us as plausible. 

We need to be reminded, however, 
that miracles of healing and other 
miracles are not means of grace that 
work faith and lead to heaven. Many 
people in the days of Christ and the 
apostles saw miracles; yet they did not 
believe. The Pharisees accused Christ 
of being in league with the devil (Matt. 
12:24). The healing of the lame man 
they did not deny (Acts 4:16), but 
they sternly forbade the disciples to 
preach the Gospel (vv.17,18). So 
now. Besides, false Christs and the 
Antichrist have power to do signs and 
wonders, albeit “lying” ones. (Matt. 
POOL) ToS, SL), IG) 

The real mark or criterion of Christ’s 
true church and of a true minister of 
Christ is not the power to heal but 
preaching the Word in truth and purity. 


Cohn 83315323791 time G; eee ioe 
4:2; 1 Peter 4:11; 1 John 4:1) 
O. E. SOHN 
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LWML 


Toronto 
Convention 


July 22 and 23 


“Tabor with More Love” is the theme 
of the eighth biennial convention of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, to 
be held July 22 and 23 at the Royal York 
Hotel, Toronto, Ont., Canada. The con- 
vention will open at 9:30 A. M., Wednes- 
day, July 22, with a divine service. Busi- 
ness sessions will be held that afternoon 
and all day Thursday. 

Featured guest speakers will include 
Rev. and Mrs. Philip Ernst, furloughing 
missionaries from the Nigerian mission 
field. They will give illustrated addresses 
on “A Healthy Diet in Africa” and 
“Drums in the Night.” 

Mrs. Arthur Preisinger, president of the 
international LWML, will preside at all 
sessions. 

Two days of meetings will precede the 
convention proper. The editorial staff of 
the league’s official publication, the Lu- 
theran Woman’s Quarterly, and the Exec- 
utive Committee will meet July 20; the 
Board of Directors and a Christian 
Growth workshop will convene July 21. 

Among the items on the agenda will 
be the selection of new mite-box proj- 
ects for the coming biennium. Proposed 
projects which have met constitutional 
requirements will be submitted to the 
delegates for action. Among these are 
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Convention Co-chairmen Mrs. Albert Pollex and Mrs. Herbert Mehling 


the following: (1) parsonage-student cen- 
ter for the deaf, Edmonton, Alta., 
Canada; (2) Philippine seminary; (3) com- 
bination dormitory and administration 
building for the high school at Espirito 
Santo, Brazil; (4) high school, Hanno, 
Japan; (5) chapel unit for Fairbanks, 
Alaska. 

The convention committee consists of 
Mrs. Albert Pollex, Toronto, and Mrs. 
Herbert Mehling, Toronto, co-chairmen; 
Mrs. Arne Kristo, Port Credit, publicity; 
Mrs. Herman Radke, Toronto, registrar; 
Mrs. Edward Brueckner, Scarborough, 
treasurer; Mrs. Frederick Gumz, Toronto, 


program; Rev. F. A. Gumz, Toronto, 
counselor. 
Extracurricular activities will include 


tours of the city of Toronto and visits 
to the Stratford Shakespearean Festival 
and Niagara Falls. 


Southern Illinois LWML 
Helps Seminary Students 


The Southern Illinois District LWML 
at the convention in Carmi, Ill., Sept. 23, 
1958, voted to give a gift of $2,000 to the 
Student Emergency Fund at Concordia 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill. 
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Headquarters for the eighth biennial international LWML convention, July 22 
and 23, in Toronto, Ont., Canada, will be the Royal York, largest hotel in the 


British Commonwealth. 
18 
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Forty per cent of the students at thi 
Springfield seminary are married mer 
Most of them have children. Almost al 
of them work part time to supply th 
money for their studies as well as th’ 
support of their families. 

The Lord at times allows emergencie: 
to arise among the families of these stu 
dents, such as serious illness or loss o 
job; this necessitates an immediate source: 
of funds. For this reason the seminary 
students started an emergency fund fron 
which loans can be drawn by student 
in such financial trouble. However, th: 
students have not been able to build wy 
a fund large enough to take care of the 
emergencies. The $2,000 gift from _ thx 
Southern [Hlinois Lutheran Women’s Mis: 
sionary League will help to build up thi: 
fund. This will relieve the financial strair 
on the student and his family so tha 
he can continue his studies without in 
terruption. 

The Southern Illinois District LWMI 
also makes grants of not more than $30 
per biennium to mission congregations fo 
interior furnishings such as organs, pews 
projectors. hymnals, mimeographs, etc 
In the 195960 biennium four such gift: 
have already been granted; and a tota 
of approximately $12,000 has been giver 
in the past ten years. 

The district is also sponsoring Christiat 
Growth workshops on the district, circuit 
and society levels. This year the emphasi. 
has been on evangelism, tying in witl 
a Districtwide PTR in April. Muct 
spiritual profit has come from these work 
shops. 


+ Mrs. Rhoda Meislahn + 


The Southern Tllinois District LWMI 
suffered a severe loss through the suddet 
death May 10 of Mrs. Rhoda Meislahn it 
a_ highway accident. She was _ instanth 
killed when thrown from the car it 
which she was riding with three friends 
two of whom were also killed in the sam 
accident. 

_Mrs. Meislahn was treasurer of th 
district LWML for the past three year 
and chairman of Circuit 1, Litchfield, fo 
two years. She was re-elected to the latte 
office at the spring rally. 

In Zion Congregation, Litchfield, sh 
was a member of the local LWML an 
of the ladies’ aid society. 

Her smiling face, her keen wit, an 
her ever-ready sense of humor, combine 
with the ability to size up a situation anc 
offer a solution, will be missed by al 
who knew her, especially by those wh 
worked with her. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


“TAKE HEED UNTO THE 
DOCTRINE” 


(Continued from page 7) 


at they should not henceforth be 
hildren tossed to and fro and carried 
out with every wind of doctrine, by 
e sleight of man and cunning crafti- 
ss, whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ive” (Eph. 4:14), 
To the Corinthians Paul writes to be 
their guard against “false apostles, 
ceitful workers, who transform them- 
Ives into the apostles of Christ’: and 
adds: “And no marvel: for Satan 
mself is transformed into an angel of 
pt. .(2 Cor. 11:13, 14) 
Paul in his Letters to Timothy and 
tus speaks of the doctrine which he 
reached as “good” doctrine, as 
jound,” that is, “healthy, wholesome, 
Weht, true,” doctrine. As we can gather 
fom Paul’s Letters themselves, for 
aul “doctrine” is “good” and “sound” 
Jit is in accord with the words of the 
Jord Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 6:4); if it is 
# accordance with Scripture, that is, 
He Old Testament Scriptures; if it is 
| ccording to godliness,” that is, if it 
| in keeping with the faith of the 
fnurch founded through the preaching 
mod teaching of Jesus and the Apostles. 


jhe most frequent and greatest concerns 
pout false doctrines. He warns against 
feople who “occupy themselves with 
ihyths and endless genealogies, which 
Mromote speculations rather than the 
fivine training that is in faith” (1 Tim. 
74); against “deceitful spirits and doc- 
yines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1); against 
what appear to be Gnostic heresies 
1 Tim. 4:3: forbidding marriage and 
Hjoining abstinence from foods which 
od created to be received with thanks- 
iving); against “disputing about words, 
hich does no good but only ruins the 
earers”; against “godless chatter”; 
gainst “stupid, senseless controversies” 
2 Tim. 2:14, 16,23). In similar lan- 
uage the writer to the Hebrews warns: 
Be-not carried about with divers and 
trange doctrines.” (Heb. 13:9) 
Another apostle who warns most se- 
iously against heretics is John. John, 
ke Paul, is concerned about the true 
Octrine, that is, the doctrine about God 
nd. the Lord Jesus Christ. He refers 
0 the commandments which he had 
brought the Christians to whom he is 
riting. He says: These command- 
ents I have received from the begin- 
hing, that is, from Christ Himself, such 
s: God is Light, and Christians should 
alk in the light as He is in the light 
1 John 1:5-7). “And this is His com- 
nandment, That we should believe on 
he name of His Son Jesus Christ and 
ove one another” (1 John 3:23). And 
ye repeatedly uses “truth” and “doc- 
rine” obviously as a summary of the 
otal doctrine, received from the Master. 
He, too, like Paul, warns against 
alse Christs, which he calls antichrists 
vho have come into the world and are 
ttempting to deceive the members of 
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the church. “Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are of God; for many 
false prophets have gone out into the 
world” (1 John 4:1). Similar warnings 
against false doctrine and false teachers 
we find in the Epistles of Peter, in Jude, 
and in the Book of Revelation. 


In Church History 


We can make only a summary state- 
ment regarding the concern of great 
Christian leaders after the death of the 
apostles for the truth and purity of 
Christian doctrine. In retrospect it ap- 
pears that whenever the church was 
attacked by dangerous errorists and 
heretics, the Lord of the church raised 
stalwart confessors of the truth who 
were prepared to suffer all, even death, 
in defense of sound doctrine. 

We think, for instance, of Athanasius, 
the true originator of the Nicene Creed 
adopted in 325, who throughout his life 
defended the deity of Christ and helped 
clarify the relationship between the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
yet wholly in terms of Scripture. The 
Missouri Synod recognized the great 
theological contribution made by Atha- 
nasius when, at the dedication of the 
new Concordia Seminary in 1926, it 
dedicated to the memory of Athanasius 
an archway bearing a plaque with the 
inscription: “Athanasius, 296—373, 
Preserver of the Faith of Christendom, 
Victorious Defender of the Doctrine of 
the Deity of Christ, Persecuted for 
Righteousness’ Sake, Revered to End- 
less Ages.” 

We think, too, with gratitude to God 
of the great ecumenical councils in the 
fourth and fifth. centuries, which have 
sometimes been stingingly referred to 
as quarrels among theologians, but 
which were characterized by a profound 
concern to preserve the truth of Scrip- 
ture and to establish unity in the church. 

As we skip over the centuries con- 
stituting what we are wont to call the 
Middle Ages, we pause whenever we 
think of the 16th century. For in this 
century, too, God raised up a great 
leader, Martin Luther, who with his 
loyal co-workers purified the church 
from doctrinal errors that had crept in 
over the centuries and who attempted 
to restore the church doctrinally. 

We give thanks for the Augsburg 
Confession and its Apology, for Lu- 
ther’s Catechisms and the other writings 
which we call our Lutheran Symbols. 
We note, whenever we read them, the 
deep concern of these confessors that 
the Word of God be taught in its purity 
and the sacraments administered ac- 
cording to Christ’s institution. 

We note in our Symbols the con- 
demnations of grievous errors and here- 
sies which had found their way into the 
church since the early centuries. 

And as we reflect a bit on the great 
orthodox teachers of the late 16th and 
the early 17th century, we again thank 
God for having given the church these 
teachers, whose most basic concern was 
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to help preserve the truth recovered in 
the Reformation and to guard it against 
Roman and Reformed incursions. 

We think, finally, of the great Chris- 
tian leaders whom God gave to our 
own church, men who left Europe for 
conscience’ sake and came to our coun- 
try in the belief that here they could 
worship God according to convictions 
founded on the pure Word of God as 
summarized in our Lutheran Symbols. 

And we think with deep gratitude 
also of the great leaders of our church 
in the generations following Walther, 
Wyneken, Sihler, and others; for these, 
too, chiefly pastors, missionaries, and 
teachers, were equally devoted to the 
concern of preserving pure doctrine and 
defending it against all errors. 


Are We Concerned? 


Our own generation needs to ask it- 
self whether it is as truly concerned 
about God’s doctrine and truth as were 
the forefathers, or whether, because of 
many temptations within and without 
the church, our generation is yielding 
to an indifferent attitude toward doc- 
trinal values. When a church increases 
statistically, it faces the temptation to 
become more concerned about organi- 
zation and administration matters, about 
rapid expansion methods, about uni- 
formity in worship, about public rela- 
tions than about its doctrinal heritage. 

All these phases of church activity 
have their place, but they must always 
occupy a subordinate position. For the 
church must first of all give evidence 
to its members and to the world that 
it stands committed wholly to all that 
Christ commanded His disciples; it must 
constantly be on the alert in all its 
projects and activities that “sound,” 
“pure” doctrine be proclaimed and 
taught and that the life of the church 
reflect God’s love in Christ through the 
church’s love of the brethren and 
its endeavor to evangelize all nations. 

We are living in a day of almost 
incredible scientific research. But we 
are also living in a day of almost in- 
credible Scriptural research carried on 
philologically, archaeologically, philo- 
sophically, and psychologically. 

No one will question that such re- 
search has resulted in values. But we 
must not become blind to the dangers 
involved. We can engage in so much 
Scriptural research that we no longer 
hear God’s voice in Scripture. We can 
do so much Biblical research that we no 
longer “search the Scriptures” to find 
in them Christ and eternal life. In this 
Scripture God speaks and teaches to 
make men wise unto salvation; and 
this Scripture is useful also for instruc- 
tion, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness (2 Tim. 
3:16). Thus’ God's concern for the 
truth and doctrine of His Word in 
Scripture must continue to be also the 
most basic concern of the church. It 
must, therefore, continue to be the 
deepest concern of our Synod. 


(To be continued) 
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Convention Nominates 
159 for Vice-Presidency 


In the primary election for Vice- 


Presidents, delegates nominated 159 
candidates. The twelve who led were: 
@) 1sleinnthe ee ee ee 613 
R. Wiederaenders _________..---- 248 
OPO sii ae 226 
lek, (abhor Geel weet eee 200 
WY, WW@lniSitiiiny 193 
Nig TBI, Sow yere aa ee 162 
Gitte rae 78 
PAIN CZ Seen a 77 
WIG) nny Stee Sie eee 44 
PN AGRIC eo a a 30 
(©), TRIOS oe 30 
IFVRip pe were ore ee 28 


On the first regular ballot Dr. Oliver 
R. Harms and Dr. Roland P. Wieder- 
aenders received majorities and were 
declared elected. Totals: 


OWE a Tins een ee ee eS 332 
R. Wiederaenders 345 
WY, bite nigirnny 319 
OS Eotimanneeesse 297 
Ie EVarrisapecrens ae eS 270 
PARMIN | U zamena en ee 222 
Wo LBL, UNG geTe ne 184 
Geo Wines 22 eee 179 
©) Inne? 2 ae 134 
TRIS PC pteteoeee aes o 80 
WA, US) ict 20 ee eee 79 


of the San Francisco Convention 


Names of the top seven candidates 
remained on the second ballot, but none 
received a majority of the 627 votes: 


WW, WEIR ON UMS) 
AS Nitz A oe eee eee ANG) 
Of bhotina) = D7 
HtHarms eee 190 
(GaaWiItimer acne nee 157 
WARE gale o Cr eee 137 
OG Kiuccver Saas ee 99 


Votes were closely bunched on the 
third ballot, when 678 votes were cast 
for the five leading candidates, with 
the following results: 


Weelichtsint == eee 282 
(AMEN ItZ a eS 
Ge Wittinier ease eee eee 278 
(O}, IBomapseiair 265 
Ele ED arises ee 244 


On the fourth ballot Rev. Arthur C. 
Nitz received a majority of the 579 
ballots cast for two of the four re- 
maining Vice-Presidential candidates 
and was declared elected. Totals: 


ANGE Ze eas te eee 308 
WW, Tenelayisiamy 292 
GUEWittin Cr eee ee 292 
(O}, Iel@thaneiiim 264 


Another ballot was required to break 
the tie between Dr. Lichtsinn and Pas- 
tor Wittmer. Results of the final vote: 


GeRWiIttmergon es ee eee BSy7 


Elections Committee, aided by volunteers, made fast work of counting votes, 
On the primary ballot for Vice-Presidents of Synod the convention nominated LO} 
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To determine the rank of the for 
Vice-Presidents, delegates indicated | 
the numerals 1, 2, 3, 4 their choice | 
First, Second, Third, and Fourth Vic 
President. In the tallying of the balla 
four points were counted for each va 
for First Vice-President, three for Se 
ond, two for Third, and one for Fourt 

After the final ballot Dr. Oliv 
Harms was declared First Vic 
President (1,784 points); Dr. Rola 
Wiederaenders, Second Vice-Preside 
(1,253 points); Rev. George Wittme 
Third Vice-President (1,052 points 
and Rev. Arthur Nitz, Fourth Vic 
i resident (1,038 points). 


Official Election Report 


(R — Re-elected; N — Newly elected) 


President of Synod — 
Dr. John W. Behnken, St. Louis (R) 


First Vice-President — 
Dr. Oliver Harms, Houston, Tex.* 


Second Vice-President — 


Dr. Roland P. Wiederaenders, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. (N) 


Third Vice-President — 
Rey. George W. Wittmer, St. Louis (N 


Fourth Vice-President — 
Rev. Arthur C. Nitz, San Francisco (} 


Secretary of Synod — 

Dr. Walter C. Birkner, Fort Wayne (R 
Treasurer — 

Dr. Martin Strieter, Rock Island, Ill. Q 


* Re-elected to Praesidium, but newly elected 
First Vice-Presidency a 


Board of Directors 


Dr. E. T. Bernthal, Detroit (R) 

Rev. Wm. A. Buege, Minneapolis (N) 
Rey. Wm. H. Kohn, Hyattsville, Md. (N) 
John W. Boehne, Jr., Silver Spring, Md. (I 
Henry Buck, Kansas City, Kans. (R) 
William Fenske, Detroit (R) 

Walter Koch, Denver (N) 

Jay Pfotenhauer, San Francisco (N) 


Board for Foreign Missions 


Dr. Victor Bartling, St. Louis (R) 

Rev. Paul R. Martens, Memphis, Tenn. (I 
Rev. Paul Mehl, Park Ridge, Ill. (R) 
Rev. H. Earl Miller, Elma, N. Y. (N) 
Profle: Petersen, Springfield, Hl. (R) 
Dr. T. A. Weinhold, Kansas City, Mo. (R 
Dr. Paul Bente, Jr., Wilmington, Del. Q 
Louis Dau, St. Louis (R) 

Fred Kuhlmann, Glendale, Mo. (R) 

Dr. Charles Obermeyer, St. Louis (N) 
Paul Simon, Troy, Ili. (N) 


Board for Home Missions 


Rev. Edw. H. Buchheimer, Detroit (R 
Dr. L. H. Deffner, Wichita, Kans. we 
Rev. Harlan Hartner, Mission, Kans. (N) 
Rev. Edwin E. Pieplow, 

Fort Worth, Tex. (R) 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


, lev. C. Thomas Spitz, Jr., St. Louis (R) 
scar T. Doerr, Omaha (R) 

ilford Eggerding, Valparaiso, Ind. (N) 
erd Gast, Webster Groves, Mo. (N) 

i} T. Schumm, Chicago (R) 


Board for Missions to the Blind - 


ev. Herbert Mueller, Minneapolis (R) 
iwev. Harry A. Timm, Peoria, Ill. (R) 
ev. Theodore Weiss, Milwaukee (R) 
igrmst Berger, Milwaukee (R) 

. O. Schiewe, Chicago (N) 


Board for European Affairs 


Wr. Charles Behnke, Rochester, N. Y. (R) 
of. Martin Naumann, Springfield, Ill. (N) 
ev. John Oppliger, St. Louis (N) 

i Otto A. Dorn, St. Louis (R) 

louis Menking, River Forest, Ill. (R) 


Board for Parish Education 


ev. Wilbert J. Fields, Ames, Iowa (N) 
ev. Justus P. Kretzmann, 


eacher A. R. Brandhorst, St. Louis (R) 
br. Paul Lange, St. Louis (R) 

dr. Arthur E. Wittmer, 

West Inglewood, N. J. (N) 

ex Becker, St. Louis (R) 


Dr. Waldemar Link, Park Ridge, Ill. (N) 


Board for Missions to the Deaf 


ev. Ernest Drews, St. Paul (R) 

kev. Elmer Koberg, 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa (R) 

Rev. Erwin Schroeder, Minneapolis (R) 
arroll Jacobson, St. Paul (R) 

Dr. E. N. Mitchell, 

Grand Forks, N. Dak. (R) 


Board for Young People’s Work 


'rof. George Hoyer, St. Louis (R) 
Dr. Clarence Peters, St. Louis (R) 
eacher Homer Gruber, St. Louis (R) 
eacher Leonard Ramming, 

Fort Wayne (N) 

. W- Schroeter, Angola, N. Y. (R) 


Commission on College 
and University Work 


Dr. Richard A. Jesse, Fort Wayne (R) 
Rev. Armin C. Oldsen, Fort Wayne (R) 
alter H. Gross, Chicago (R) 


~~ Board for Support and Pensions 


ev. B. W. Janssen, Danbury, Conn. (R) 
ev. Walter E. Lichtsinn, 
Menasha, Wis. (N) 
Rev. E. T. Meichsner, Garber, Okla. (N) 
Teacher A. W. Obermann, 

Arlington Heights, Ill. (R) 
Teacher E. A. Roth, St. Joseph, Mich. (R) 
Louis F. Bartelt, Milwaukee (R) 
O. C. David, Kansas City, Mo. (R) 
Herbert Fairchild, Cedar Rapids, Iowa (N) 
Norbert Fleischer, Chicago (R) 
Arthur Hahn, Maywood, Ill. (R) 


Church Extension Board 


Rey. A. W. Born, Detroit (R) ; 

Rev. H. F. Zehnder, Bay City, Mich. (R) 
Teacher G. F. Bode, Austin, Minn. (R) 
Teacher Henry C. Rupp, Fort Wayne (R) 
Herbert Hast, Denver (N) 
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Interruption fora picture provided welcome relief to members of the Convention 
Committee on Constitutional Matters, who wrestled with many thorny problems. 


Carl F. Koester, Des Moines, Iowa (N) 
A. W. Krieger, St. Joseph, Mich. (R) 
Leo Kuhlmann, Detroit (R) 


Board of Appeals 


Rev. Herbert Berner, Milwaukee (R) 
Prof. Herbert Bouman, St. Louis (R) 
Rev. Carl Eberhard, Louisville, Ky. (R) 
Rev. William F. Krueger, Chicago (R) 
Dr. Walter F. Lichtsinn, 

Hammond, Ind. (N) 
Prof. Lorenz Wunderlich, St. Louis (N) 
Julius Friedrich, Denver, Colo. (R) 
Arthur Hallerberg, Jacksonville, Ill. (N) 
Elmer Theiss, Corpus Christi, Tex. (N) 
Carl J. Thrun, Detroit (R) 
Eugene Wengert, Milwaukee (R) 


Board of Directors 
Concordia Publishing House 
Ralph Mueller, St. Louis (R) 


Edwin J. Koch, Indianapolis (N) 
Alfred Leimbach, St. Louis (R) 


Training School 
For Lay Workers 


To train “parish workers” for special 
services in churches and missions of 
Synod, the convention voted to open 
a two-year lay training school on an 
experimental basis. 

The institute will prepare “mature 
Christian men and women” for work 
in such areas as evangelism, visitations, 
Christian education, youth, family, and 
missions. Church secretaries and busi- 
ness managers will also receive training. 

Students under 30 as well as older 
persons who desire to serve the Lord 
in a church vocation will be eligible for 
the school. Applicants under 20 must 
have a high school diploma or its equiv- 
alent and must pass personality, apti- 
tude, and vocational entrance tests. 

For the present the institute will open 
in or near one of Synod’s school cam- 
puses, probably Concordia College, 
Milwaukee, with an initial maximum 
enrollment of 25 to 30 students. 


(333) 


Administration of the training school 
will be under the Board for Higher Edu- 
cation, which will open the institute “on 
an experimental and limited basis.” 
Plans for permanent facilities are to be 
made “in accordance with the school’s 
growth and development.” 

For operation of the institute during 
the next three years, after which the 
program will be restudied for possible 
expansion or discontinuation, the con- 
vention appropriated $150,000, subject 
to approval by the Fiscal Conference. 


Synod Declines to Limit 
Tenure of Presidency 


A memorial to limit the tenure of 
the Presidency of The Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod was declined with- 
out discussion in the third session. 

Because of the value of experience 
required for the office, the delegates 
felt that a limitation placed on the 
tenure of office would be detrimental 
to the over-all program of the church. 


Visitors to Become 
Circuit Counselors 


By resolution of the 44th General 
Convention of Synod the title of 
“Visitor” will be changed to “circuit 
counselor.” 

The responsibilities and activities of 
a Visitor have been so extended, the 
recommendation pointed out, that the 
title “Visitor” no longer describes his 
office. 

Duties of a circuit counselor, who 
is also a parish pastor, include assisting 
the District President within the circuit, 
making official visits to circuit congre- 
gations, and guiding them in carrying 
out the church’s mission. 
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Official Election Report 


(Continued) 
(R — Re-elected; N — Newly elected) 


Committee on Nominations 


Rev. 
Rev. A. C. Burroughs, Topeka, Kans. 
Rev. Richard Jesse, Detroit 
Rev. Wm. Graumann, Riverside, Calif. 
Rev. Phil. Fiess, Stratford, Ont. 
Rev. Fred Geske, Minneapolis 
Rev. Elmer Kieninger, 

Pompano Beach, Fla. 
Walter Hartkopf, Chicago 
Herman Miller, Buffalo 
Luther Schwich, Seward, Nebr. 
Clarence Amling, Santa Ana, Calif. 
O. H. Schmidt, Denver 
Herman Bacher, Ontario, Can. 
E. A. Heiden, Osage, Iowa 
Ben Jutzi, Houston 


BOARDS OF CONTROL 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


Rev. G. Nitz, St. Louis (N) 

Rev. Fred Niedner, St. Charles, Mo. (R) 
O. P. Brauer, St. Louis (R) 

J. A. Fleischli, St. Louis (R) 


Concordia Seminary, Springfield 


Rev. P. Streufert, Rocky River, Ohio (N) 
Harold M. Olsen, Springfield, Ill. (R) 


Teachers College, River Forest 


Rev. Erwin Paul, Forest Park, Ill. (R) 
E. H. Ruprecht, Valparaiso, Ind. (R) 
Adolf Rittmueller, Addison, Il. (N) 


Teachers College, Seward 


Rev. O. A. Graebner, 
Grand Island, Nebr. (R) 
Al Senske, Denver (N) 
Charles H. Goetz, Ames, Iowa (N) 
Henry Shepman, Falls City, Nebr. (N) 


Senior College, Fort Wayne 


Rev. Clifford Aulick, Fort Wayne (R) 
Rev. O. G. S. Riess, Detroit (R) 

Rev. A. H. Fedder, Des Plaines, Ill. (R) 
E. F. Sagehorn, Rocky River, Ohio (R) 
Robert Berning, Fort Wayne (R) 

Carl Geist, Cincinnati (R) 

Robert Moellering, Fort Wayne (R) 
Arthur Hein, Fort Wayne (R): 

Carl Heldt, Evansville, Ind. (N) 


Martin Zschoche, St. Joseph, Mich. 


of the San Francisco Convention 


Concordia College, Austin 


Rev. W. F. Meyer, Beaumont, Tex. (R) 
Howard Klein, Tomball, Tex. (N) 
Albert Schulz, San Angelo, Tex. (R) 


Concordia College, Bronxville 


Rev. R. P. F. Ressmeyer, Seaford, L. I. (N) 
Charles Nehring, Bronxville, N. Y. (R) 


St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 


Rev. Howard Barth, Kansas City, Mo. (N) 
Edwin Pape, Concordia, Mo. (R) 


Concordia College, Milwaukee 


Rev. F. Kretzschmar, Wauwatosa, Wis. (R) 
Carl Hinrichs, Hales Corners, Wis. (N) 


Concordia College, Oakland 


Rey. Paul Huchthausen, Burlingame (R) 
W. A. Kamrath, Redondo Beach, Calif. (N) 


Concordia College, Portland 


Rev. H. Lieske, Portland, Oreg. (R) 
Richard Brandon, Salem, Oreg. (R) 


Concordia College, St. Paul 


Rev. H. W. Brill, Hopkins, Minn. (R) 
Paul H. Seltz, Des Moines, Iowa (N) 


St. John’s College, Winfield 


Rev. Earl Schmiesing, Oklahoma City (N) 
Walter Helberg, Enid, Okla. (R) 


Concordia College, Edmonton 


Rev. A. H. Raduenz, Mellowdale, Alta. (R) 
John Armbruster, Stony Plain, Alta. (R) 


Seminary, Villa Ballester, Arg. 


Rev. H. Berndt, Macia, Entre Rios (N) 
Rudolf Schewe, Hurlingham, Arg. (N) 
Franz Ahnert, Buenos Aires, Arg. (R) 
Jorge Hardt, Martin Coronado, Arg. (N) 
G. F. Kroeger, V. Ballester, 

J. L. Suarez (N) 


Seminary, Porto Alegre, Brazil 


Rey. Carlos Warth, Novo Hamburgo (R) 
Hugo Wagner, Porto Alegre (R) 
Adalberto Nickel, Porto Alegre (R) 
Oswaldo Sager, Porto Alegre (N) 


Proseminary, Porto Alegre, Brazil 


Rey. Elmer Reimnitz, Porto Alegre (N) 
Carlos H. Morris, Porto Alegre (N) 
Oswaldo Kraemer, Porto Alegre (R) 
Alfredo Mattis, Porto Alegre (R) 
Johannes Engel, Porto Alegre (N) 


Meetings of the Floor Committee on Finances started on June 12. 
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Convention Briefs 


Cleveland Next, Then Detroit 


The 1962 convention will be hell 
June 20—30 in Cleveland. Site of the 
1965 convention will be Detroit. 


New Catechism 


A new graded catechism, with thre: 
separate books for use in the lower, im 
termediate, and upper grades, was aut 
thorized, along with teachers’ manuall 
and workbooks. There will be on? 
edition, with King James Bible refer: 
ences — no RSV edition. 


Election Procedures Changed 


Sweeping changes in election pro 
cedures will speed up the naming o 
boards, committees, and commission 
members, beginning with the Clevelanc 
convention. Elections for all such 
groups will be conducted in one sessior 
instead of all during the convention, a: 
in the past. The single election wil 
follow the election of the President anc 
Vice-Presidents, the only offices exemp 
from the new ruling. A nominating 
committee named at San Francisco wil 
have lists of nominees ready three tc 
six months before the next convention 

Members of the Boards of Control of 
Synod’s schools will be chosen during 
convention sessions by an electoral col. 
lege composed of a pastor delegate anc 
a lay delegate from each District. 


Pension Funds Available 


More money for loans to congrega: 
tions was made available from Synod’: 
Pension Fund. At the same time the 
Church Extension Department was di. 
vided: a department of expansion wil 
make five-year loans to mission con: 
gregations at a low interest rate; anc 
an investment department will make 
long-term loans to established congre 
gations at a slightly higher rate. 


No Woman Suffrage 


Synod urged congregations to main 
tain the practice of not permitting 
women to vote, and to take note of the 
fact that this historic position is base¢ 
“on sound Scriptural principles.” 


Expand Deaconess Work 


Deaconess work will be expanded b' 
inaugurating the first two years of : 
deaconess training program at Synod’ 
nine junior colleges. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained: 

berhard, David, Concordia, Louisville, ovis 
by Carl A. Eberhard, June 7 

itterer, Charles E., Pilgrim, Louisville, Ky., 
by Howard W. Kramer, June 7. 

eutz, Frederick W., First, Little Rock, Ark., 
by Richard C. Jahn, May 31. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Wartin, Murray W., Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 

Mo., by Alvin C. Mack, June 7. 
chulze, Herbert A., Berea, Alton, 
A. H. Beck, June 7. 


PASTORS 


Ill, by 


Installed: 


ecker, J. W. A., St. Paul, Duluth, Kans., by 
‘“H. A. Middendorf, May 31. 

eckmann, Ewald, in Guatraché, Argentina, 
| by. A. C. Kroeger, April 19 and in Alpa- 
chiri, Argentina, by Esteban Stern, May 10. 
roeske, Donald E., Immanuel, Ely, and Saint 
Mark, Elko, Nev., by Theodore L. Brohm, 
May 31. 

irr, Gustav, St. Paul, Montevideo, Uruguay, 
by Pres. Luis Martin, April 12. 

arre, Stanley F., Zion, Harvester, Mo., by 
William P. Gerike, May 10. 

emer, Albert G. (addl. charge), St. Paul, 
lj Mondovi, Wis., by Eugene W. Linse, Jr., 
i) May 31. 
fiwbertz, John W., Peace (Rose Hill), Saint 
§ Paul, Minn., by Elmer G. A. Rimpler, 
f June 7. 

fainssen, Ihno A., Jr., West Portal, San Fran- 
i cisco, Calif., by Frank A. Jacobsen, May 24. 
Wjillion, Ronald G., St. Stephen, Pittsburgh, 
| Pa., by Fred W. Rockett, May 17. 

irchner, Donald E., Zion, Chestnut, and 
Christ, Clinton, Ill., by Pres. Alvin W. Muel- 
ler, May 31. 

ramer, David J., St. Peter, Evansville, II1., 
by M. H. Gross, June 7. 

derer, Kurt K. (addl. charge), Zion, Sharon, 
Wis., by M. C. Droegemueller, May 31. 
meders, Carl E., Peace, Des Moines, Iowa, 
by Pres. G. W. Lobeck, May 17. 

endelman, Gabriel H., Luther Memorial, 
Blackwood, N. J., by John D. Gall, June 7. 
hroeder, Paul W., St. Paul, Chilliwack, B. C., 
by Mark Misch, May 24. 

huett, Howard G., St. John, Plato, Minn., 
by E. A. Schuett, May 31. 

reufert, Herbert C., Immanuel, Hood River, 


Oreg., by H. A. Friedrich, and Our 
Savior, Bingen, Wash. by Edwin C. 
ti Zschoche, May 24. 
Wittenburg, E. L., St. James, Scottsbluff, 


Nebr., by R. W. Huber, June 7. 

olter, Robert W., Trinity, Whittier, Calif., 
by Paul F. Lemke, May 24. 

ood, Harold A., Mount Olive, Billings, Mont., 
by Pres. Paul M. Freiburger, May 31. 


: TEACHERS 

Installed: 

himann, Brice E., Grace, Brenham, Tex., 
by Arnold G. Mueller, June 7. 

oertz, Cand. Gerald, St. Paul, Webster City, 
Towa, by Arthur A. Oswald, May 31. 
\bung, Lowell, Immanuel, Hankinson, N. Dak., 
by Otto N. Truog, May 24. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Concordia Col- 
ge, Austin, Tex., with the approval of the 
dard for Higher Education, herewith invites 
1 congregations, and others entitled to do 
, to nominate candidates for the office of 
esident to succeed Dr. George J. Beto. 


Candidates must possess the necessary qual- 
Jications to serve as spiritual, academic, and 
iministrative head of this school, executive 
ficer of the Board of Control, spiritual ad- 
ser to the students, and to perform such 
ties of this office as are outlined in the 
odical Handbook. In addition, candidates 
ould either have an M. A. degree or have the 
terest and ability to earn this degree within 
reasonable length of time. 


Nominations, together with statements of 
alifications for these candidates, should be 
\Int to the undersigned at the address shown 
slow or to Acting President, Prof. G. Vieh- 
g, Concordia College, Austin 5, Tex. — 
mer Gast, Secretary, Board of Control, 308 
Akard St., Dallas 22, Tex. 3 


LY 14, 1959 


Nominations for 
Concordia Teachers College 
River Forest, Il. 


Associate Professor in Music 


Herbert E. Garske, Houston Tex., by Sai 
John, Wheaton, Ill. z 

Albert W. Grauer, Raleigh, N.C.: St. Thomas 
and St. Peter, Detroit; St. John, Montebello, 
Calif.; Trinity, Whittier, Calif.; St. Paul, 
Paterson, N.J.; Our Savior, Raleigh, N. C.; 
Our Savior, Rochester, N. Y.; St. Paul, Royal 
Oak, Mich. 

Arnold O. Lehmann, Cleveland: Redeemer, 
Fort Wayne; Trinity, N. Little Rock, Ark.; 
Bethlehem, Fort Wayne; First Lutheran, 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Asst. Prof. Leslie Zeddies, River Forest, Ill: 
St. Luke, Chicago; Faith, Westchester, II. 


Associate Professor in Language 
and Humanities 


Asst. Prof. Paul Grotelweschen, River Forest, 
Ill.: Faith, Westchester, Ill.; Our Savior, 
Chicago. 

Asst. Prof. Kenneth L. Heinitz, River Forest, 
Tl.: St. John, Wheaton, II1. 

Asst. Prof. William H. Lehmann, Jr., River 
Forest; TIll.: Good Shepherd, Palos Heights, 


Rev. Robert Mohrhardt, Chicago: Bethany, 
Chicago. 

John C. Pletz, Jr., Chicago: Bethany, Chicago: 
St. Paul, Oak Lawn, Ill. 

Asst. Prof. Merle L. Radke, River Forest, IIl.: 
St. Paul, Olive, Calif.; Bethany, Port Or- 
chard, Wash.; St. John, Buhl, Idaho; Im- 
manuel, Twin Falls, Idaho; St. Paul, 
Providence, R.1I.; Resurrection, San Rafael, 
Calif. 

Dr. Armand H. Ulbrich, Detroit: 
Melrose Park, Ill. 


Any additional correspondence regarding 
these candidates must be sent within three 
weeks of the publication of this notice to the 
undersigned. — Rrv. Erwin L. Paut, Secre- 
tary, Board of Control, Concordia Teachers 
College, River Forest, Ill. 


St. Paul, 


Election Results 


Edward Lietke, Concordia, Mo., and LeVerne 
Baacke, Concordia Mo., were extended calls 
to associate professorships at St. Paul’s Col- 
lege, Concordia, Mo. — O. G. Tiemann, Secre- 
tary, Board of Control. 


Official Notices 


Professor G. Viehweg has been appointed 
acting president of Concordia College, Austin, 
Tex., to fill the vacancy caused by the ac- 
ceptance of the presidency of Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Springfield, Ill., on the 
part of Dr. George Beto. — ELMER GAST, 
Secretary, Board of Control. 


Registration of I-year men is September 10; 
registration for IV-year men is September 11. 
— KennETH Breimeier, Acting Dean of Stu- 
dents, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


Notices 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans of our Synod 
in West Virginia and southern Ohio not 
connected with a Lutheran church, please 
contact Rev. Rocer StTerren, 3502 Broad, 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 


While visiting Disneyland, worship at Prince 
of Peace Lutheran Church, the Church in 
the Orange Grove, located two blocks west 
of the famed amusement center on Ball Road. 
Services at 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M. Sun- 
day school at 9:30 A.M. Adult and teen-age 
Bible class at 9:45 A.M. For further infor- 
mation write: Rev. R. E. Wosrock, 1421 W. 
Ball Rd., Anaheim, Calif., or call PRospect 
4-0993. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LurHrrRaN WItNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WITNEsS 
Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 


18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 


of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


(335) 


Wanted 


25 or more copies of The Modern Grammar 
by Albert Miller, copyright 1918, published 
until 1958 by CPH. R. V. Harman, Trinity 
Lutheran School, 826 E. Main, Danville, Ill. 


Missouri Synod Lutheran — experienced 
bookkeeper — to work in our Washington, 
D.C., office. For information write ARMED 


SERVICES COMMISSION, 
Washington 9, D.C. 


Used Communion ware, hymnals, and lec- 
tern for mission. Will pay transportation 
costs. Write: Rev. Sicmunp Borct, Box 246, 
Rangely, Colo. 


2633 16th St. N. W., 


Used Communion set for mission congrega- 
tion. Will pay packing and shipping charges. 
Write: Mr. Davin Gryer, 708 London Street, 
Brunswick, Ga. 


Available 


29 golden-oak pews, 22’’ wide, 38” high, and 
12’ long, for cost of transportation. — WaLtTER 
KaANWISCHER, C/o Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 700 S. Sixth Ave., Maywood, IIl. 


Green paraments for altar, pulpit, and lec- 
tern, for transportation charges. — St. JoHN’s 
LutHERAN LapigEs’ Atp, 6601 Sherman Ave., 
Houston 11, Tex. 


Large altar with 4’ statue of Christ, pulpit, 
and baptismal font, all oak, for cost of trans- 
portation. Contact Rev. WaLter Lamp, Hill 
Point, Wis. 


Straight pews: 23, 10-ft.; curved pews: 
4, 13-ft.; 2, 12-ft.; 10, 10-ft.; 4, 9-ft.; 2, 6-ft.; 
8, 5-ft.; altar, pulpit, lectern, baptismal font, 
hymn boards. — Trinity LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
Athens, Wis. 


Changes of Address 


Pastors: 


Beckmann, Ewald H., Gautraché, Prov. La 
Pampa, Rep. Argentina, S. A. 

Bentrup, Herman E., em., 8158 Red Oak Dr., 
Minneapolis 21, Minn. 

Bickel, Arthur O., 115 Agate Way, Broom- 
field, Colo. 

Costello, John M., 14351 Webber Pl., West- 
minster, Calif. 

Dirr, Gustav, Venancio Benavides 3616, 
Montevideo, Rep. Uruguay, S.A. 

Freiburger, Emil A., 352 Maynard St., Chip- 
pewa Falls, Wis. 


Graser, Alfred P., 35 Green St., Seneca 
Falls, N. Y. 

Heinecke, Paul T., 620 Court St., Saginaw, 
Mich. 

Juene Martin H., 405 S. Albany, Yuma, 
Colo. 


Kautsch, Cleo O., Whittemore, Iowa 

Kirchner, Donald E., Chestnut, Ill. 

Kleopfer, Leland F., 602 Green St., Rock 
Rapids, Iowa 

BSE Karl, 404 S. Fourth St., Moberly, 


Oo. 

Lang, Walter H., 1110 Logan, Caldwell, Idaho 

Ledebuhr, Chaplain Albert F., 900 S. Mera- 
mec, Clayton 5, Mo. 

Meyer, Arthur W., Box 666, 830 Balboa Rd., 
Balboa, Canal Zone 

Michalk, Theo. A., 6330 Southwood, Saint 
Louis 5, Mo. 

Ong, Dwight, Box 182, Burns, Wyo. 

Pankow, David T., 470 Junction Ave., Wi- 
nona, Minn. 

Pelikan, Theodore, 7025 N. Kenton Ave., 
Lincolnwood 46, Ill. 

Pittelko, Elmer H., 436 East End Ave., Hill- 
side, Ill. 

Rubel, Warren, Concordia Senior College, 
No. 4 Wycliffe Pl., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Sauer, Robert C., 403 N. Plum Grove, Pala- 
tine, Ill. 

Schmid, Walter H., Shobonier, Ill. 

Spitz, C. Thomas, Jr., 504 Nightingale Lane, 
Affton 23, Mo. 

Thalacker, Chester L., 1710 Paseo Ave., Fort 
Pierce, Fla. 

Ulrich, Leslie, 4511 E. Essen Heights Ct., 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Wahlers, Arthur G., 6405 N.E. 26th Ave., 
Portland 11, Oreg. 


Teachers: 


Neben, Wilbur C., 
Platte, Nebr. 

Pankow, Marcus G., 4635 N. 24th Pl. Mil- 
waukee 9, Wis. 

Schlichting, George T., 343 29th St., Rich- 
mond, Calif. 

Schneider, James M., 
Chicago 40, Ill. 

Stout, Lawrence C., 1836 Lawrence, Toledo 
6, Ohio 


1307 East “D,’ North 


5900 N. Magnolia, 


23 


Tene 


TO GIVE CHILDREN DAILY 
A JOYFUL AWARENESS 
OF THE SAVIOR’S LOVE 


LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 


By A. H. Jahsmann and Martin P. Simon 


“This is a unique devotional book for parents and children. From in- 
cidents from everyday life the authors present a Scriptural truth. Questions 
stimulate family discussion of the problem and the solution from the Bible. 
Short memory verse for young children and a longer Scripture reading for 
parents and older children make this book helpful to the entire family.” — 
Christian Life 
200 devotions in all. 287 pages. Full-color washable 

cloth cover. $3.00. Order No. 6W1055 


49 WORSHIP STORIES FOR CHILDREN 


By Theodore Schroeder 


“There is a vigorous demand for stories like this, which can be used 
in ‘children’s church,’ all sorts of church-school situations, or for home read- 
ing. Pastor Schroeder’s stories are fresh, pointed, and set forth the Christian 
virtues in attractive form. A majority are Biblical and have been arranged 
according to the church year.” — The Lutheran 


144 pages. Cloth. $1.75. Order No. 15W1230 


CONCORDIA SINGING PICTURE BOOKS 


Six 78rpm recordings of favorite songs for children 3 to 7 years old. 
Listen to them only once, and you’ll know that they belong in the hands of 
your children. A delightful way — by sight and sound —to teach the small 
child to love and sing favorite hymns. Four songs on each record, with 
soloists, chorus of eight children’s voices, accompanied by piano, organ, and 
celesta. Unbreakable. In big, full-color books with words written in. Full- 
page picture for each song. Each record, 59¢ net. 


JESUS SONGS, No. 59W1006; CHRISTMAS SONGS, No. 59W1007; 
SLEEPYTIME SONGS, No.59W1008; SONGS OF PRAISE, No. 59W1009; 
MERRY CHRISTMAS, No. 59W1015; GOD’S LITTLE CHILDREN, 
No. 59W1016. 


ee a ewe me oe (US0_ Thiss Handy Order Form, esl 
Please send me these excellent Christian materials for children: 
No. 6W1055, LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD, by Jahsmann and Simon, 


@ $3.00 


No. 15W1230, 49 WORSHIP STORIES FOR CHILDREN, by Schroe- 
der, @ $1.75 


No. 59W1006, JESUS SONGS, @ 59¢ 

No. 59W1007, CHRISTMAS SONGS, @ 59¢ 

No. 59W1008, SLEEPYTIME SONGS, @ 59¢ 

No. 59W1009, SONGS OF PRAISE, @ 59¢ 

No. 59W1015, MERRY CHRISTMAS, @ 59¢ 

No. 59W1016, GOD'S LITTLE CHILDREN, @ 59¢ 


(To cover partial cost of shipping and postage — on all CASH 
, ORDERS — please add 5¢ for each dollar of your total purchase. 
(DO Bill me Actual transportation costs will be billed on all CHARGE ORDERS.) 


State 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
~ ST.LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 


Zone 


